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SOA acknowledges 

the generous 

support of:  

Welcome to the Fall 2008 Edition of the SOA Newsletter. 
 

Your elected Directors continue to work on your behalf to secure funding for 
Strings programs around the Province.  At our November meeting we will 
be reviewing all the applications for next year's funding and making 
decisions on the level of support available for each program.  As always, we 
expect requests for more funding than is available and we will have to 
choose those applications that most closely meet the criteria of our 
funding.  Your Directors continue to examine the selection criteria to make 
sure that all our decisions are fair and equitable.  In general terms, 
we prefer strong educational string programs, primarily for youth, that 
operate on an continuing basis and include opportunities for public 
performances and skills enhancement.  We also support teacher training 
initiatives, and developmental programs for new initiatives.  For more detail, 
please review the documents posted on the SOA website, and if you have 
any questions, please call either Kathryn, our Administrator, or one of the 
Directors. 
  

The most pressing issue the Directors have been dealing with is the 
Eligibility Review being conducted by Sask Culture.  We must maintain our 
status as an eligible organization in order to continue receiving funding from 
Sask Lotteries.  Since this funding represents about 90% of our revenue, it 
is rather important for us.  We have been making representations to Sask 
Culture for over a year now, and we are awaiting their decision this 
fall.  More later. 
  

As a closing remark, we were pleased to see a report in the Globe and Mail 
this summer reporting on the economic value of Arts and Culture in 
Canada.  An excerpt follows.  Please remember this in relation to 
substantial cuts (about $50 million this year) made by the current federal 
government as they approach a federal election in October.  Remind them 
of this study when they come knocking at your door asking about your 
issues and concerns. 
    

"Canada's cultural sector contributed $46-billion, or 3.8 per cent, to 
Canada's gross domestic product in 2007, according to a report from 
the Conference Board of Canada." 
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Congratulations to SOA Award Winners  

in the Saskatchewan Music Festival 2008!  
 

2008 was the 2nd year that the SOA offered string awards at the Saskatchewan Music Festival. Two 
new festival locations, Humboldt and Prince Albert, were included this year. The awards have been 
well received by festival committees and the award recipients.   
 
Many thanks to the local festival committees who administer the awards!  
 
 
The winners for 2008 are:  
 

Awards at the beginner and elementary levels are $25 cheques; junior, intermediate and senior level 
awards are $100 or $150 vouchers to attend SOA sponsored string workshops/camps.  
  

Presidentôs Report continued from page 1  

 

"Taking into account direct, indirect, and induced contributions to employment, the Conference Board 
of Canada estimates that the culture sector accounted for 1.1 million jobs in 2007," said the report, 
titled Valuing Culture - Measuring and Understanding Canada's Creative Economy. "Moreover, the 
arts and culture industries also help to attract people and spur creativity across all sectors of the 
economy."   (Globe and Mail)    

LOCATION BEGINNER ELEMENTARY JUNIOR INTERMEDIATE SENIOR 

BATTLEFORDS Ben Kmiech David Mahmood Kayla Schmidt Jillanna Schmidt Veronica Kmiech 

HUMBOLDT No recipient  Avery Dillabough Avery Dillabough Peter Than Courtney Klein 

MELFORT Bailey Gardner Harley Edin Savanna Haley  Silken Handford 

Perronet 

Jordan Clarke 

MOOSE JAW Sophia Grajczyk Katie Matys Dallyce Vetter Braydon Hager Rebecca Ann Cogh-

lin  

NAICAM  Kylee Kosokowsky Kathryn 

Stephaniuk 

Elyse Alsbach Silken Hanford-

Perronnet 

Orysia Stephaniuk 

NIPAWIN Baley Gardner Antoine Garez Francois Garez Orysia Stephaniuk Heloise Garez 

PRINCE ALBERT Ty Bernier No recipient No Recipient No recipient No recipient 

SWIFT CURRENT No recipient Esther Derksen Austin Castle No recipient No recipient 
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September has begun and once again so has the South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra.   

 

The month of July was our grand finale for the 2007/2008 year when 55 members and chaperones boarded a plane head-

ing east to Ontario.  The first two days of the trip was spent in Toronto, highlighted by going to Canadaôs Wonderland 

amusement park and taking in the musical ñDirty Dancingò.  Other points of interest were the Hockey Hall of Fame, 

Centre Island and of course shopping.  The focus of the trip was to attend the 4 day International Music Festival in Niag-

ara Falls.  We were the featured orchestra and blew the audience away. Both fellow participants who were choirs from 

Canada and the USA, as well as the general public were taken aback with our repertoire and the quality at which these 

young people performed. Three concerts for 1000 people plus, each night was a highlight for our members.  Chaperones 

overheard that with the high quality of performers, the audience was getting a steal for a deal for what they paid and was 

feeling guilty. Our orchestra also did an afternoon performance for a childrenôs orchestra music camp and their parents 

and instructors.  It was amazing that 100 young people between the ages of 6 and 12 sat and did not stir for 40 minutes. 

Our members were also able to take in the wonderful adventures of the Niagara area touring on the ñMaid of the Mistò 

boat tour at the bottom of the fall, as well as behind the falls.  They also went to the Welland Canal and the famous But-

terfly Conservatory.  By using the residences and cafeterias at the University of Toronto and Niagara College, cost was 

considerably less with the trip coming in just under $2000.00 inclusive for each member. 

 

And now September has arrived and we are starting the 2008/2009 year off with 53 members, about one third of which 

are new.  Our conductor Al Denike is excited to begin his 20th year with this orchestra.  He continues to select a reper-

toire that challenges yet thrills the members as they start off this season and bond with those members that are new. 

As heard in Niagara Falls, Al had the ability to expand the capabilities of these young musicians far beyond their years.  

As we hear reports of those members going off to pursue music at universities in this province and those across the coun-

try and continent, they are well equipped and show themselves proud and confident. 

 

South SK Youth Orchestra  
-submitted by P.Hulshof  

 

 

MOOSE JAW YOUTH STRING ORCHESTRA is looking forward to another busy season.  Long-time conductor 

and orchestra advocate ï MARY CROSS has decided to retire.   Mary will be deeply missed by our members ï but we 

all wish her an enjoyable and well-earned retirement. 

 

We are thrilled to welcome CAMERON LOWE  to assist with conducting and cello instruction.   Cameron brings a 

wealth of talent and expertise to our organization, and we look forward to working with him this season. 

 

We also welcome back conductors ï JUDY DEHAVEN  and BRIAN JOHNSON , who will continue to share their tal-

ents and musical expertise with our members. 

 

MJYSO has begun planning for events and performances ï including a trip to an RSO performance for students, concerts 

and public performances, and our FIDDLE WORKSHOP,  to be held in the spring.    Watch for more details to be an-

nounced on our website MJYSO.com. 

Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra  
Submitted by L. Paice  
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Saskatoon Youth Orchestra  
Submitted by W.Toews 

 
The Saskatoon Youth Orchestra is celebrating its Golden Anniversary with concerts on September 28 at 

Rosthern Junior College, on December 6 th at Credit Union Centre, on December 14 in Castle Theatre, on 

March 14, 2009 with the Saskatoon Symphony and on April 26, 2009 in Saskatoon.  The annual Gala is 

scheduled for February 28, 2009.  The Saskatoon Strings under director Bernadette Wilson have been se-

lected to perform before the National Arts Centre Orchestra concert on November 9.  The orchestra is 

preparing to give a concert in Prince Albert on January 31, 2009 with a massed choir and instrumentalists 

from that city.   

 

A reunion is being planned for December 27 and 28.  The reunion committee asks alumni to contact them 

by writing to syo@sasktel.net  or calling 955 -6336.  

 

Wayne Toews and George Charpentier have been directing the orchestra since 1983.  Bernadette Wil-

son, a distinguished cellist, teacher and ensemble coach leads the Saskatoon Strings.  Richard Belford has 

assumed duties as instructor of the Double Bass program.  Darcey Anton, Kim de Laforest and Arlene 

Shiplett are sectional instructors.  Betty Ann Arscott is the new administrative assistant.  

 

The SYO invites young musicians who play orchestral instruments to join them for a free lesson with a sec-

tional instructor, and the opportunity to play with the orchestra on the afternoon of October 25, 2008, from 

1:00 to 4:00 p.m. at Aden Bowman Collegiate.  Players of flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, French horn, 

trumpet, trombone, tuba, percussion, violin, viola, cello, double bass, and harp are invited to call 955 -

6336 or to write syo@sasktel.net to make a reservation.  

 

Saskatchewan Honour Orchestra 2008 
Submitted by W.Toews 

 

The 2008 Saskatchewan Honour Orchestra will meet in Saskatoon under the baton of Michael Gilbert from 
November 6 to 8, 2008.  The repertoire consists of music by Telemann, Bartok, Lilburn, Purves and Nielsen.  
Wayne Toews is coordinator of the 2008 orchestra. 
 
Mr. Gilbert is Music Director of the Music Masters Course in Kazusa, a summer chamber music course held 
near Tokyo, where he teaches and conducts each year.  In his home town of Memphis, Tennessee, he di-
rects a concert series with the Eroica Ensemble.  Mr. Gilbert has conducted the Kyoto Symphony Orchestra, 
the Metamorphosen Chamber Orchestra (Boston), the Bard College Orchestra, the Greenwich Village Sym-
phony, the Los Vegas Music Festival Orchestra and ensembles at the Manhattan School of Music.  He partici-
pated twice in the Saito Conducting seminar of Professors Wayne Toews and Morihiro Okabe. 
 
A longtime violinist with the New York Philharmonic Orchestra, Mr. Gilbert studied at the Juilliard School with 
Ivan Galamian.  He was concertmaster of the San Antonio Orchestra, the Santa Fe Opera Orchestra and the 
American Symphony Orchestra with Leopold Stokowski. 
 
Mr. Gilbert coaches violinists and young conductors.  He has taught at the Manhattan School of Music, at the 
Juilliard School and at the Mannes School of Music. 
 
Mr. Gilbert lives amongst musicians.  His son, Alan, is the Music Director Designate of the New York Philhar-
monic.  His daughter, Jennifer, is the concert master of the Orchestre National de Lyon (France).  His wife 
Yoko is a violinist in the New York Philharmonic. 
 
The SOA Honour Orchestra will perform as part of the Honour Groups concert at Circle Drive Alliance church 
on November 8th beginning at 4:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome.  Tickets are available at the door. 

mailto:syo@sasktel.net
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Regina Mandolin Orchestra  

Celebrates 20th Anniversary  
 

September 2008 is a milestone for the Regina Mandolin Orchestra - it marks the beginning of our 20 th 

season of playing and 

performing together!  
 
Weõve certainly come a 

long way . . . what started 

as a handful of musicians, 

often with only one musi-

cian per part, has grown to 

40+ members.  The R.M.O. 

Executive determined that 

this milestone deserves to 

be recognized in a number 

of ways, thus setting the 

stage for another 20 years 

of great music making.  

 

A sub committee from 

Orchestra has been in 

place for 18 months, 

planning a variety of ini-

tiatives.  It is our intent 

to embark on several 

special activities that 

will reinforce our man-

date of promoting the 

mandolin sound and the mandolin family of instruments, as well as provide each of our members 

with an opportunity to grow as musicians.    We also hope to increase community awareness of our 

great group! 

 

The first highlight of our 20 th season was the unveiling of our new logo.    The concept for this logo 

was developed by HJ Linnen Associates, based on member input provided through a recent survey.    

Watch for this new look on all our publicity material and newspaper advertising!  

 

The second highlight of our 20th season will be the public release on December 1st of our first CD 

dedicated completely to Christmas music.   This is a very special recording, containing many be-

loved favorites, plus some unique pieces from other lands.  Copies will be available at our Christ-

mas Concert on Friday, December 5th, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the Royal Saskatchewan Museum.  Check 

out our website at www.mandolin.ca  for more information!  
 

Continued on page 6 

Harvey Linnen, Octave Mandolin player with the R.M.O., unveils the new logo on new perform-

ance banners at a recent rehearsal.  Harvey is the President of HJ Linnen Associates, the company 

that designed our new logo. 

http://www.mandolin.ca/
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Mandolin Orchestra continued . . .  

 

The third highlight of our 20 th ÚÌÈÚÖÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÕɯɁÈÕÕÐÝÌÙÚÈÙàɂɯÞÌÌÒÌÕËɯÖÕɯ,ÈÙÊÏɯƖƜth and 29th, 

2009.  For this special weekend, we hope to involve not only our current orchestra members, but 

also the students enrolled in our teaching program, as well as, alumni from the past 20 years.   

 

The first day of the anniversary weekend will be comprised of workshops that provide each of our 

instrument groups an opportunity to work with a clinician and hone both their individual and their 

orchestral skills.  To provide technical expertise to our mandolin, mandola and mandocello players, 

we will be bringing in the Emerald City Mandolin Quartet from Seattle, Washington 

(www.ecmq.net ).  Local clinicians will be brought in to work with orchestra members who play sup-

plementary instruments (violin, flute, accordion, double bass, guitar).   

 

3ÏÌɯ1ÌÎÐÕÈɯ,ÈÕËÖÓÐÕɯ.ÙÊÏÌÚÛÙÈɀÚɯàÌÈÙ-end concert will also take place on the anniversary weekend, 

on March 29th, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at which the R.M.O. will showcase some of the new repertoire it has 

been working on this season.  Our special guests on stage in the Riddell Centre that day will be the 

$ÔÌÙÈÓËɯ"ÐÛàɯ,ÈÕËÖÓÐÕɯ0ÜÈÙÛÌÛȮɯÚÏÖÞÊÈÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÜÕÐØÜÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÐÊÈÓɯÚÛàÓÌȭɯɯ8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÏÌÈÙɯÈÕɯ$Õɯ

Masse Orchestra, comprised of R.M.O. members, students, alumni and our special guests!  You 

ÞÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÔÐÚÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÖ××ÖÙÛÜÕÐÛàɯÛÖɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÜÕËÚɯÖÍɯÚÖɯÔÈÕàɯÌßÊÌÓÓÌÕÛɯÔÈÕËÖÓÐÕɯ

groups!   

 

6ÌɀÙÌɯÝÌÙàɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌËɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓɯ×ÙÖÑÌÊÛɯÍÜÕËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÖÜÙɯƖƔth Anniversary activi-

ties from the following: the Saskatchewan Orchestral Association, the City of Regina, and the Classi-

cal Mandolin Society of America.  Without their support, these special events might not take place.  

 

As this 20th ÚÌÈÚÖÕɯÙÖÓÓÚɯÖÜÛȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÚÜÙ×ÙÐÚÌÚɯÐÕɯÚÛÖÙÌɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚȭɯȭɯȭɯÞÌɀÓÓɯÓÌÛɯ

you know about more of them in the next newsletter!  
 

Submitted by the R.M.O. 20th Anniversary Committee  

Susan McLaughlin (Chair)   Bette Lou Paragg 

Harvey Linnen    Shelley Tamaki 

Fran Derksen   Yvonne Redant 

Professional Development/Teacher Training Grants available:  
 
Would you like to further your professional development in teaching a string in-
strument?  
 

The SOA provides grants up to $1500 for qualified individuals ï applications are available at 
saskorchestras.com/index.php 
 
 

For more info, check the SOA website at www.saskorchestras.com under the Grants section, or con-
tact the SOA administrator by phone 306.544.2230 or  e-mail soa1@sasktel.net 

http://www.ecmq.net/
http://www.saskorchestras.com/index.php
http://www.saskorchestras.com
mailto:soa1@sasktel.net
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Once again, Honey Bee Music and Dance Camp was a great success! Once again, I had the opportunity 

to teach fiddle and violin there - itôs always a pleasure because all of the students who attend really want 

to be there, work hard on the things they are given to play, and accom-

plish a lot over the course of the week.  

 As usual, camp kicked off with instructor performances - giving 

students and their parents a chance to hear the instructors perform. This 

was followed by an information session and a walking tour of the facili-

ties used for the camp. Then the lessons and rehearsals began. Studentsô 

days were filled with lessons, group classes, and rehearsals. 

The string program at camp brought together fifty four string 

students studying violin, viola, cello, and string bass with a range of 

instructors including myself: Anna Bekolay (Saskatoon), Christine 

Bootland (Medicine Hat college), Carolyn Lowther (Regina Symphony 

and Regina Conservatory), Melissa Gan (Saskatoon), Veronique Poulin 

(University of Regina), and Raymond Ko (Saskatoon).  

String students attending the camp were from a variety of places, in-

cluding: Regina, Albertville, Aylsham, Humboldt, Arborfield, Indian 

Head, Hudson Bay, Zenon Park, Rosthern, Shellbrook, Assiniboia, Val-

paraiso, Coronach, Brandon, Moose Jaw, Crooked River, Drake, Ni-

pawin, Melfort, and Tisdale.  

String students at the camp were eager to work very hard and 

take advantage of the opportunity to shine. They had the opportunity 

to take private lessons, participate in chamber ensembles, and play in 

an orchestra. This year, there were two orchestras - both conducted by Gary Bourton of the Regina Sym-

phony. Having two orchestras meant 

that the more advanced students could 

play more advanced material and the 

less experienced students were chal-

lenged with material that was well 

within their playing ability. Christine 

Bootland, Carolyn Lowther, Rebecca 

Hankins-Vopni, Alicia Vopni Sum-

mach, Melissa Gan, and Veronique 

Poulin helped out with string sections in 

the orchestras. Itôs amazing how well 

and how quickly things always come 

together at Honey Bee!  

 Beginner orchestra consisted of 

13 violins, 2 violas, and 3 cellos. The 

beginner group performed from the 

Strictly Strings repertoire and three se-

lections from Pop Showcase for Strings. 

The intermediate orchestra included 21 

violins, 2 violas, 3 cellos, and 1 string 

bass. This group performed Vivaldiôs 

Honey Bee Music and Dance Camp 
Submitted by Anna Bekolay 

Elizabeth Shirley from Saskatoon & Ashley 

Ukrainetz of Hudson Bay 

  Alysse Sailor, François Garez, Antoine Garez, Michaela MacDonald, & 

Heidi Loth. 


