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Our President, Andy Anderson, resigned suddenly last month to deal with
some family medical issues. We will miss his hard work and dedication
the SOA, and wish him wellBy our Constitution, as Vice President | will
e trying to fill his shoes until we elect a new President at our next An

General Meetingln the meantime, we have a lot of work to do.

ual

Andy lead our SOA presentation to the SaskCulture funding review las
spring, and made a strong argument for increased funding to expand our ser-
vices to more communities in Saskatchewadhis is a direction your Boar

of Directors continues to pursue following many comments raised in oyr
Needs Assessment that there is a strong demand in communities aroupd the
Province for instruction and advanced training and performance opporfuni-
ties for strings.In our research leading up to the funding review, we wefe
astonished to see how the provincial funding was divided among differgnt
groups. We are certain that we are severely underfunded, even compayred to
other Arts and Culture groups in the Province.

We provide regular operating grant funds to 14 organizations across S
katchewan, and project funds for more than 13 workshops, new initiati
and training functions annuallyOur overhead is extremely low, and we
serve a membership of over 600 students and parents in the Province pn an
annual budget that is less and one bureaucrat's salary. When | was in Mont-
real a few years ago with the Saskatoon Youth Orchestra, | learned that a sin-
gle student orchestra in Montreal received an annual government fund{ng
approximately equal to the total we have for the entire Province of Sas
katchewan!Andy's dream was to greatly expand our funding so that weg
could bring string training and performance opportunities to more and fnore
people across our provinc&our Board is committed to this activity, and we
ask for your supportin a time of great plenty in the Province, and as wqg en-
ter into a provincial election soon, please promote our SOA activities tq the
candidates knocking at your doors, and demand improved funding for Arts
and Culture, and for the SOA in particular so that we can serve your ngeds
more fully.
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Early Bird Ensembles Concert May 2007 Regina, SK
O Submitted by B. Fitzpatrick

The string quartet players above performing a Mozart piece are, seated from left to right, Victor Leon] Yuki
Landry, Rebecca Weger, and cellist Arthur Jack. The performance was part of the Earlybird Ensembles Con
cert held in Regina in May.

The Earlybird Concert in May also included Bronwen and Brigid Malloy (above) playing a duet that was writ-
ten for them by Regina composer, Thomas Schudel.




