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Suzuki Strings Summer 2 Our quarterly meeting of the SOA Directors was held on November 22 in

Program Saskatoon. (yes, during the Western Final RR
focused on two issues during the meeting; first, the ongoing negotiations

tsrguth SK Youth Orches- 3 surrounding our Eligibility Review for Lottery funds, and second, the annual

adjudication and allocation of Operating and Project funds to our member

2009 Distinguished 4 groups.

Band Director W.Toews

On the Eligibility front, SaskCulture has now hired a consulting firm consisting

CP;rr(;fr.]tDevelopment 4 of Vic Hua_lrd and Dave Hedlund to meet with thg Music Provincial Cultl_JraI
Organizations and develop a report recommending a new, more effective
Regina Mandolin Or- 5 structure for the Music PCOs. We believe that our group, Orchestral, while it is
chestra the smallest of the music groups in the Province, is vital and needs to survive
. . for the benefit of our communities.
Regina Community Or- 6
chestra

At this time, we could use all the support and lobbying you can muster to help
convince our funding sources that we are needed to support your community
musical activities. To this end, please write or email your local media, your
MLA, the Minister of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport, Mr. Dustin Duncan (Tel
842-4810, Fax 842-4811, dduncan@mla.legassembly.sk.ca ), any or all of the
SaskCulture Board of Directors (all addresses available at this site http://
www.saskculture.sk.ca/SaskCulture/Volunteerism/Board/board_directors.htm),
and especially the President, Peter England ((306) 374-2166, Email
pdengland@shaw.ca ) and tell them how important Orchestral music is for our
young people, and the general well being, of the Province. We are at a crucial
SOA acknowledges turning point now for the survival of the SOA so all help would be appreciated!

the generous Regarding funding for our member groups, we noted that a few of our regular
support of: programs did not apply for funding this year. One of our largest programs, the
Honey Bee Music Camp in Tisdale, has collapsed due to general funding

difficulties and essentially burn-out of the community volunteers who had built

String Teachers

Earlybird Ensemble

Violin/viola scales

Calendar of Events

SOA info
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oS S this activity. Our Directors are concerned that volunteer exhaustion is a
;& common problem in the province, usually around the issues of fund raising that
SASKATCHEYAN are made even more difficult this year by the economic recession and the
ARTS BOARD retrenching of some of our corporate sponsors. Because of the loss of a few

programs, we were able to fund almost all of the remaining applications with
w only a small reduction of the requested amounts. Much of the increase in the

formula funding for operating grants that was approved last year was

Sa retained. All rT_lem_bers should note that fun(_jing for op_e_rating aptivities is at a

u[z—ure level of about five times the SOA membership fee, so it is very important to

assure that all of your activity members are fully registered SOA members as
well é. . your f un dThe §0Adselgng alldhat it can (alihdudgh

our funding level was frozen at last year's level) to provide funds for your

Saskatchewan activities. Keep up the good work, and most importantly, tell everyone how

LOTTER’ES it good and important your programs are.
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Saskatoon Suzuki Summer String Exp

Submitted by J. Payzant

The Summer String Experience 2009 followed the same basic format as in other years. We had four pro-
grams running concurrently. They were

1. The Beginner Program,

2. The Morning Program

3. The Full Day Program

4. The Sinfonia Program.

The Beginner Program was for those who had never played a string instrument before, and were trying it out
to see if they wanted to continue in the fall. This has served for many years as a feeder program for the
Saskatoon Suzuki String Program. The Morning Program was for younger students with prior experience on
a string instrument. The Full Day program had similar classes as the Morning Program plus orchestra, read-
ing and musicianship in the afternoon. The Sinfonia Program was the most advanced, and included orches-
tra, string quartet coaching, ASound Effectso, an

The t heme t hAttbeMowead. wa$hére were two string orche
wood Orchestra and the Silver Screen Orchestra. In addition, there was a group of beginning music readers,
the Studio Reading Ensemble, who joined with the Silver Screen Orchestra for some of their repertoire.

The morning classes included small groups, | arge
percussion ASound Effectsodo classes | ed by David B
el ements of a master cl ass, and thatoés where the

number in the Final Concert. The large groups focused on Suzuki repertoire.

In addition to David and Sheryl, the staff included six of the seven teachers in the Saskatoon Suzuki String
Program (the 7" teacher had a prior commitment) and our guest clinician, Lynda Busch from Toronto.

Many years ago, Lynda was a Suzuki teacher in Saskatoon and, for a time, director of the Saskatoon Suzuki
String Program. Since then, she has served as a school music teacher in Australia and Toronto. Lynda led
the large violin groups and the two orchestras.

The reading and musicianship classes included basic reading skills for the Studio Reading Ensemble, im-
provisation and musical analysis, touching on fugue and sonata forms.

The final concert took place Friday evening July 10. It included a beginner demonstration, Suzuki repertoire,
a convincing thunderstorm presented by the Sound Effects group, string quartet and orchestra performances

and a Grand Finale, which was fASupercalifragilistji

ners danced while everyone else among the participants played. The orchestra pieces were mostly movie
tunes, including Star Wars themes and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. The playing was at a high level, and a good
time was had by all.

There were a couple of other events | havendt yet
included a fundraising auction. The other was the staff concert Thursday over the lunch hour. The teachers
performed movie music.

We would like to thank the Saskatchewan Orchestral Association, without whose support the Summer String
Experience would not have been possible.
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The South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra

Written by J. Leeach
Submitted by G. Gelsinger

. The 20092010 season for the SSYO, under the leadership |of
Music Director Alan Denike, is well under way with the addi
tion of many new young musicians this year. The large number
of younger members presents an exciting opportunity for men-
toring and leadership by the mature members, as well as ad-
vancement and growth as a group.

The first such growth opportunity was on Novembei 15,
when the SSYO participated for the first time in the 2009
Youth Orchestra Symposium, held annually at the Banff Centre
with the Calgary and Edmonton Youth Orchestras also partici-

§ pating. The SSYO enjoyed the creative and scenic atmosphere
of the Banff Centre as well as the many rehearsal and practice
spaces, performance auditoriums, dining and recreational facilities. The focus of the Symposium was a full schedule
rehearsals lead by Alan Denike and sectionals lead by a variety of well known clinicians-cheaitesundae social
hosted by the SSYO on Friday night and a pizza social hosted by the Alberta orchestras on Saturday night provided ot
orchestra members an opportunity to meet and socialize
with the members of the other orchestras. The first pe
formance of the season for the SSYO was at the Symp
siumés final concert on
listened to incredibly inspiring performances by the Cal
gary and Edmonton Youth
Youth Orchestra Symposium proved to be a memorabl
experience for the SSYO members that were musicall
stimulating and motivating.

The orchestrabds annual f
Brunch will be held December 13 at the Conexus Arts (
tre with a silent auction, delicious menu, and Christma
music performed by the SSYO. Advance tickets only
through SSYO members.
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Wayne Toews 2009 Distinguished Band Director

The Saskatchewan Band Association has recognized Saskatoon musician and educator Wayne Toews with
its 2009 Distinguished Band Director award. The award recognizes his outstanding contribution to band,
strong musical leadership and consistent promotion of musical excellence in the province of Saskatchewan.

He is a graduate of the University of Saskatchewan and Northwestern University. In 1969 Toews established
the band program in City Park Collegiate and in the area's elementary schools. The City Park Concert Band
was well known through its recordings and television performances. Mr. Toews was music director at Aden
Bowman Collegiate from 1976 until his retirement in 2001. The ABCI music program toured widely and was a
consistent winner in music festivals with groups under his direction earning more that 50 first place awards
including two first place national jazz awards. Seven of his former students direct bands in Saskatoon.

~ = From 1983 until 2009 Mr. Toews was music director of the
- Saskatoon Youth Orchestra. He has been guest conductor of the
. Saskatoon Symphony on several occasions including the open-
_ing of SaskPlace. In 2005 he created a school for music conduc-
~ tors that has attracted students from around the world.

Toews is a founding board member of the Saskatchewan Or-

chestral Association, chair of the orchestra division of Musicfest
- Canada and serves on the board of the Canadian Music Centre,

| Prairie Division. He is a conductor, adjudicator, composer, ar-

- ranger and author.

' Photo credit: Adam Toews

Professional Development Grant

Submitted by Oxana Ossiptcho

| would like to thank the Saskatchewan Orchestral Association for a Professional Development
Grant. | was very happy to study in summer Suzuki course in Calgary. | never teach kids before 4
years old. Now | feel much more comfortable to do it, and | have much more knowledge about a Su-

zuki program.

From September 2009 | organize two groups for kids in Community Music Program (Uof S) | a vio-
lin group for kids from 3 years old to 5 years old and from 7 to 13. The kids have their group les-
sons based on Suzuki method, as well as private lessons. | believe that ideas of early beginning with
combination of classic violin method down the road will improve a learning process. It will help kids
to start early, develop a musicality early, enjoy the professional company of other kids on a group
lessons.

Thank you again very much for your generous help!
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Regina Mandolin Orchestra
Submitted by D. Koch

Christmas Concert

Spring Concert
Sunday, April 18th, 2010
2:00 p.m. at the Shumiatcher Theatre

in the Norman MacKenzie Art Gallery Regina, SK




