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SOA acknowledges 

the generous 

support of:  

Welcome to the February 2010 issue of the SOA Newsletter.  At our 
January meeting of the Directors we approved the annual budget and have 
begun to distribute funds to our member groups.  A small reduction from the 
requested amounts was necessary so we could stay within our allotment 
from SaskCulture.  Our grant was the same this year as last and we were 
able to support all applications to almost the requested level. 
  
On the Eligibility front, the SaskCulture consultants  Vic Huard and Dave 
Hedlund have met with the Music Provincial Cultural Organizations and now 
have a draft report  which will be discussed at a joint meeting on February 
20.  We believe that our group,  while it is the smallest of the music groups 
in the Province, is vital and needs to survive for the benefit of our 
communities.   
  
We continue to need all the support and lobbying you can muster to help 
convince our funding sources that we are important to support your 
community musical activities.  To this end, please write or email your local 
media, your MLA, the Minister of Tourism, Parks, Culture and Sport, Mr. 
Dustin Duncan ( Tel 842-4810, Fax 842-4811, email 
dduncan@mla.legassembly.sk.ca ),  any or all of the SaskCulture Board of 
Directors (all addresses available at this site  http://www.saskculture.sk.ca/
SaskCulture/Volunteerism/Board/board_directors.htm), and especially the 
President, Peter England ((306) 374-2166, Email pdengland@shaw.ca ) 
and tell them how important Orchestral music is for our young people, and 
the general well being, of the Province.  We are at a crucial turning point 
now for the survival of the SOA so all help would be appreciated! 
  
We remind all members that funding from the SOA for your operating 
activities is at a level of about five times the SOA membership fee, so it is 
very important to assure that all of your activity members are fully registered 
SOA members as wellé..your funding depends on it!  The SOA is doing all 
that it can to provide funds for your activities.  Keep up the good work, and 
most importantly, tell everyone how good and important your programs are. 
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Presidentôs Message  February 2010 -  Hugh Wood 

SOA Annual General Meeting 

March 14, 2010  Regina,, SK (exact location TBA) 

 
Representatives from each SOA group member are encouraged to attend the AGM and re-

port on their group activities. If no one is able to attend the meeting in person, please submit 

a written report by email to saskorchestras@yourlink.ca.  

 

Nominations for the SOA Board of Directors are most welcome!   

Please submit names to saskorchestras @yourlink.ca 
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Organizational Development Underway for Five Music PCOs 
Submitted by P. Rediger 

January 2010  

 

 Saskatchewanôs five music Provincial Cultural Organizations (PCOs) in music are looking into the possibility of 

a new organizational structure with the help of consultants Vic Huard and Dave Hedlund of Regina-based Vic Huard and 

Associates. The five PCOs, together with SaskCulture and the Saskatchewan Arts Board, hired the company this fall to 

kick-off their exploration into what the future may hold for each organization and how they can work together for the 

best outcome. 

 The work with Huard and Hedlund began in October 2009, and to date, the following activities have taken place. 

 Discussions have been held which were framed by initial meetings with the Executive Directors of the five 

PCOs, SaskCulture Funding Manager Jon-Paul Suwala, and Pat Rediger of Benchmark Public Relations, who is serving 

as a consultant for the five PCOs in this process. 

 Subsequent individual meetings have taken place with the five music PCOs. These discussions have focused on 

organizational concerns, including: programming and services; governance, role of volunteers; role of membership; and 

relationship with respective national organizations. The discussions also focused on areas of current and future collabo-

ration of the five PCOs, such as the Saskatchewan Music Conference and advocacy. 

 Following the discussions, the five Executive Directors were requested to reflect on the opportunities and chal-

lenges of a possible future-state, including a possible amalgamation or federation model for all five PCOs. 

 Huard and Hedlund will now solicit input from stakeholders, including, but not limited to: representatives from 

Music PCO national organizations; representatives of other non-profit organizations that have transitioned from individ-

ual groups to merged and/or federation models; and informants from other provincial jurisdictions. 

 Consultants will also meet with the Boards of Directors of all music PCOs as appropriate and requested, and as 

time and resources permit. 

 An interim report is scheduled to be presented to the project committee in mid-February, 2010. 

 The provinceôs five music PCOs are the Saskatchewan Band Association, Saskatchewan Choral Federation, Sas-

katchewan Music Educators Association, Saskatchewan Music Festival Association, and Saskatchewan Orchestral Asso-

ciation. 

 

Update: Feb. 12, 2010 

Submitted by K. Peters 

 

Huard and Hedland met with staff and Board members from the 5 PCOs and have submitted a report which they have 

called their ñFinal Reportô rather than an interim report. The report was distributed on February 12th and is to be pre-

sented  in person to Board and staff of the 5 PCOs as well as SaskCulture on February 20th in Regina. Watch for up-

dates  in the coming weeks/months.  

Prince Albert Strings Orchestra 
Submitted by D. Bernier 

 
 
Prince Albert Strings Orchestra (PASO) will be entertaining at the Lake Park Baptist Church Highway #3 
near Birch Hills, Sask. on Friday, Feb. 5th. They will be the guest performers at their Valentine Coffee House. 
Tickets available at the door. 
 
Prince Albert Kiwanis Music Festival will have the Strings Competition on March 3 & 4 at Rivier Academy. 
PASO will perform Thursday evening March 4th. Everyone welcome. 
 
PASO year end concert will be held at Rivier Academy Sunday April 18. Special guest will be members of the 
Lakepark Baptist Church and the Rivier Strings. Tickets available at the door. 
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Mandolin Teaching Program 
Submitted by D.Koch 

Teachers from 

The Regina Mandolin Orchestra 

can teach you to play the Mandolin 
 

Lessons are held at 9:30 a.m. on Saturdays 

at Wascana Rehabilitation Centre, 2180 23rd Avenue, Regina 

Cost is $80 a semester (about 4 months). 

Mandolin Rentals are available for $20 a year. 

There are 6 different levels of instruction with an established 

teaching curriculum, and students progress at their own rate. 

The student group has one or two opportunities during the 

year to play out at seniorsô centres, and also to play along 

with the orchestra. The Teaching Program began 21 years 

ago, and currently has a record number of 37 students. 

New students are welcome at any time. 

For more information call Kerry 761-1564 

Saskatoon Youth Orchestra 

Submitted by R.  Carnegie 

It has been a very busy and fruitful season for the Saskatoon Youth Orchestra this season.  With 59 members 

in the Youth Orchestra, 25 in the Saskatoon Strings and 3 beginning double students, the orchestra has wel-

comed many new players this year.   

Through a wonderful opportunity provided by an SOA grant, two pieces commissioned by Wayne Toews and 

the SYO will be premiered this season.  The new works by Cheryl Buddecke and Stewart Grant will be per-

formed at the SYOôs gala and spring concerts on March 27th and April 18th respectively. 

 Repertoire for the season has included Beethovenôs Fifth Symphony, Dvorakôs Eighth Symphony, and Elgarôs 

Pomp and Circumstance Marches 1 and 4.  The Saskatoon Strings program continues to thrive under the direc-

tion of Bernadette Wilson and first year music director Richard Carnegie reports being thrilled to work with 

such a committed and talented instructional staff.   

This is the 51st season for the SYO and plans are underway for a special tribute to long serving director and 

associate director Wayne Toews and George Charpentier at the March 27th gala concert. 
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South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra Update  

Submitted by N. Salway 

All photos taken by N. Salway 

 

On December 13, the SSYO presented its annual Christmas Musical Brunch. The event was held at the Conexus Arts 

Centre and featured a silent auction prior to the concert. Auction patrons were entertained by chamber groups formed 

from the main orchestra while they bid on the valuable auction items. 

 

His Honour the Honourable Dr. Gordon L. Barnhart, the Lieutenant Governor of 

Saskatchewan, was in attendance. Dr. Barnhart is the patron of the SSYO. 

 

After the Lieutenant-Governorôs arrival, the audience enjoyed a lavish brunch. Fol-

lowing the meal, the orchestra presented an exciting program including Capriol 

Suite for Orchestra, by Peter Warlock, Selections from Carmen, by Georges Bizet, 

and A Christmas Festival by Leroy Anderson. Immediately following the formal 

program, the orchestra played a number of well-known Christmas Carols while the 

audience sang 

along. 

 

 

During the 

concert four 

orchestra 

members 

were pre-

sented with 

scholarships 

in recognition 

of their lead-

ership and 

musician-

ship.  The 

four winners 

were: Stuart 

Beatch, Brent Gelsinger, Miranda Hulshof, and Jes-

sica Ramsay. 

 

Just over a month later, the SSYO reprised their per-

formance of Carmen Suite No. 1 in a joint perform-

ance with the Regina Symphony Orchestra. This took 

place as part of the RSOôs Spanish Flair concert on 

January 23. The SSYO members enjoyed playing in 

the combined orchestra and the audience enjoyed the 

rich sound produced by the larger orchestra. Principal 

members of the SSYO were especially thrilled as 

they performed the various solos in the piece with the 

joint orchestra. 

 

Upcoming concerts include the Spring Fete on Satur-

day March 13, 3:30 p.m. at Campbell Collegiate in 

Regina; and the Year-end Concert on Sunday June 13 

at 7:30 p.m. at Knox Metropolitan Church in Regina. 

 

Rudy Sternadel conducts the SSYO in the Capriol Suite for Orchestra. 

Four scholarship winners (Left to right):  SSYO Musical Director Alan 

Denike, Brent Gelsinger, Stuart Beatch, Miranda Hulshof, Jessica Ram-

say 

His Honour the Honourable Dr. Gordon 

Barnhart addresses the audience at the 

SSYO Christmas Brunch. 


