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Your Board of Directors continues to work on plans for the future 
development of the Saskatchewan Orchestral Association.   
 
There are five Provincial Cultural Organizations (PCOs) whose 
mandate is primarily music, of which the SOA is the smallest.  There 
have been some serious suggestions from our funding agency 
that the music PCOs should work together more closely to avoid 
overlapping responsibilities and to look for ways to economize.  To 
this end, we have been working on a new organization called the 
Saskatchewan Music Alliance (SMA) that would coordinate all 
activities such as advertising, promotion, websites, perhaps buying of 
supplies, that could be shared by the PCOs and lead to more efficient 
operation and a higher profile for music in the Province.  Plans are 
well underway for the creation of the SMA and we expect to have 
more detailed information at our Annual General Meeting planned for 
March.   
 
 At our recent Board meeting, we decided to contribute financially to 
the hiring of a consultant to prepare plans for the SMA, and to make a 
detailed proposal to our funding agency for this group.  The music 
PCOs are under continuing pressure to survive, and we need to put 
forward the strongest possible arguments for continued funding and 
support.  We will be contacting all of our member groups to discuss 
our funding situation, and to ask for your input to future planning. 
Since the SOA has been able to fund its member organizations with 
about $7 for each $1 of your contributed membership fees, we think it 
is very worthwhile for you to lobby and support our struggle for 
existence. 
 
And please also plan to attend the AGM in March where you as 
members can participate in the planning for the SOA, and as well, 
elect the Board of Directors for the coming year. 
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Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra  
Submitted by L. Paice  

FIDDLE WORKSHOP -  April 25 + 26th  

 
Clinicians include Dean Bernier, Scott Benson, Tabitha Grass, and Shane Grass.   
 
For registration information, call Lynne @ 306-693-9344 or watch our website (www.mjyso.com) for 
new registration forms (available soon!)   

An affordable weekend of top -notch instruction and fiddlin' fun!  

     

Prince Albert String Orchestra 
Submitted by D. Bernier  

 
PASO performed with the Saskatoon Strings, Saskatoon Youth Orchestra, and a mass choir from various 
schools and church groups, in celebration of the youth orchestra's 50th anniversary. The performance was a 
great experience for both participants and audience. During the second half of the concert, Wayne Toews 
presented Dean Bernier with a plaque in recognition of his contribution to string playing. Again, thanks to 
Wayne Toews for coming into Prince Albert to rehearse the groups prior to the performance. 
    The next PASO performance will be March 12th (7:00 p.m.) at Rivier Academy, for the Prince Albert Ki-
wanis Music Festival. 
    PASO's annual spring concert will be Sunday, April 5th, at Rivier Academy. Confirmed special guests in-
clude Laurent Fournier (guitar), Megan Fournier (vocals), and choir (TBA). 

  

South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra 
Submitted by B. Hillis 

  

The South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra is off to another good year with 55 members under the excellent, 

experienced direction of  Alan Denike, assisted by Rudy Sternadel.  Though the Orchestra lost some of its long

-time members to graduation and other provinces, the Regina music community provided many new young 

musicians that have given the Orchestra a fresh face and renewed enthusiasm even as former members have 

moved up to assume new leadership positions. 

 

 In November, the SSYO held its annual workshop in Kenossee with over 45 members in attendance.  

Not only was this a good time for Orchestra members to get to know one another, it was also a time when they 

were able to put in some concentrated hours on their music.  On December 14,  the SSYO hosted its annual 

Christmas brunch at the Conexus Arts Centre with over 400 in attendance.  Wagnerôs Die Meistersinger Over-

ture, and Brittenôs Simple Symphony were the showpieces of the performance preceding the season favourites 

of selections from the Nutcracker Suite and a Christmas carol sing-a-long.  The fact that the volunteer commit-

tee managed to make a little bit of money didnôt hurt either.  A fund-raising idea of one of our parents, Celine 

Findlay, came to fruition as various local visual artists donated their works to produce a perpetual calendar 

which sold well and continues to be sold by the Orchestra. 

 

 On February 14, the SSYO will perform with the Regina Symphony Orchestra in one of its regular 

Master Series concerts.  This concert together with the Spring Fête concert on March 21 are the two main per-

formance opportunities for the Orchestra in the next two months. 

 

 For more information on the SSYO please go to our web sit at: www.ssyo.ca .  If you know of anyone 

in the southern half of the province that would be interested in finding out more about our organization, the 

web site will have all the details for contacting the appropriate person. 

http://www.mjyso.com
http://www.ssyo.ca/
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Saskatoon Youth Orchestra  
Submitted by W.Toews 

On December 28, 2008 the Saskatoon Youth Orchestra held a reunion to celebrate 50 years of music making in the 
province. Since being founded in 1958 by Dr. Murray Adaskin, more than 1400 young musicians have been served by 
the award-winning orchestra program.   Notable conductors have included Dwaine Nelson, Jack Johnson, Alfred Dahl, 
George Charpentier and Dr. David Kaplan.  Alumni from as far away as New Zealand traveled to Saskatoon to partici-
pate in the 90 member reunion orchestra.  Alumni joined present members to rehearse and perform a dozen pieces 
some of which were 
chosen by request.  
Among the favorites 
was the Toreador 
Song from the Car-
men Suite by Bizet.   
Conductors of the 
reunion orchestra 
included Dr. Kaplan, 
who conducted the 
Saskatoon Junior 
Symphony from 1962 
to 1967, SYO alumni 
William Rowson and 
Darcey Anton, and 
Wayne Toews who 
has conducted the 
group for the past 24 
years.   Participants 
enjoyed meals, re-
freshments, displays 
of memorabilia, video 

recordings and visiting old friends in a day whose highlight was the orchestra concert attended by 200 friends and family 
members.   Much of the audience stayed to enjoy a banquet, reminiscences and ensemble music performed by SYO 
alumni.  The SYO's website at www.syo.ca shows photos of the activities. The reunion committee continues to search 
for alumni and welcomes contact by E-mail to syo@sasktel.net or by post at 1610 Morgan Ave., Saskatoon, SK, S7H 
2S1.               
 

The 50th Anniversary Celebration, a 2-CD set of recordings, was released at the reunion.  The first CD contains re- 
continued on p. 4. . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. David Kaplan conducting the SYO Reunion Orchestra   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William Rowson conducting SYO Reunion Orchestra 


