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Welcome to the February issue of the SOA Newsletter where 

we update our members on your activities.  The groups we support 
span the Province, however, we are always interested in 
identifying new groups, and locations where there is a budding 
interest in string and orchestral music. If anyone is aware of new 
opportunities for the SOA, please contact our Administrator, 
Kathryn Peters, or one of the Directors. 

 
As an example of new initiatives, this past year we began a 

new program in cooperation with the Music Festivals 
Association.  At each of six locations that had significant numbers 
of string players entered in the local Festival (NBattleford, Nipawin, 
Melfort, Naicam, Swift Current and Moose Jaw), the SOA provided 
up to $500 in awards and scholarships (vouchers) for use towards 
participation in educational and performance opportunities in SOA- 
or member-sponsored programs, such as the Honour Orchestra, 
or summer Workshops.  

 
This year, we added two new locations to the Festival awards 

program, Prince Albert and Humboldt, and we will evaluate the 
successes at each of the locations next year to determine how we 
will continue funding this program.  It is an important part of the 
SOA Mandate to support the development and growth of String 
and Orchestral Programs across the Province, and in our next 
submission for Grant Funding, we expect to include some 
expansion plans.  Again, if you know of other groups or locations 
where we can encourage strings programs, please let us 
know.  Our Board has agreed that we will not decrease funding 
levels to existing programs to fund expansion, but will use 
expansion proposals to argue for additional Provincial funding. 
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Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra is  excited to host  our annual FIDDLE WORKSHOP on April 

26th and 27th.   This event is open to  players  young and old, regardless of ability  (one year 

playing experience is recommended).   A fun weekend of toe -tapping music led by tal-

ented clinicians.    

 

Cost is only $50 ($45 early bird registration) for two days of instruction.   Lunch and snacks in-

cluded both days.   For further information or to register, contact Carmela Park at 306 -475-

2515 or visit our website www.mjyso.com  

  

MJYSO is looking for qualified  musicians interested in conducting and/or providing private 

lessons in Moose Jaw  during the 2008 -09 season.   Please contact Judy DeHaven @ 693 -

6238. 

 

Summer String Experience, 2008  
 

Sponsored by The Saskatoon Suzuki String Program (saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca ) and funded by 

SOA. 

 

Join us for a week of music and fun. The dates are July 6-11 this year.  

 

Å A musical week of fun for children of all ages  

Å violin, viola & cello, ages 3 - adult  

Å beginners and experienced players welcome! 

Å Staff includes teachers from the Saskatoon Suzuki String Program & out of town clinicians 

 

Summer and music go great together!  

 

With programs for both beginners and developing students, the Summer String Experience of-

fers everyone the opportunity to learn and refine skills on the violin, viola or cello, with others 

who are doing the same. It's an excellent way to be introduced to the instrument for the first time, 

or for those who already play to find new inspiration from our highly qualified faculty. In addition 

to instrumental instruction, the SSE offers enrichment music classes, crafts, lunch hour concerts 

and a recreational social. Everything wraps up with two final concerts on Friday!  

 

For more information,  

Telephone: 373 -9130 

Or Email: summerstring@shaw.ca  

Or visit our website: saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca.   

 

Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra  
-submitted by L.Paice  

http://www.mjyso.com
saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca
mailto:summerstring@shaw.ca
saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca
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The South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra, under the leader-

ship of conductor and music director Alan Denike, began its 

31st season this past fall and is in the midst of preparing for a 

number of upcoming performances.   

 

Highlighting the 2007/2008 season is the orchestraõs participa-

tion in the Niagara International Musical Festival and tour 

scheduled for early July.  As well as performing, orchestra 

members will have numerous opportunities to hear many fine 

ensembles in concert ð the trip promises to be a tremendously 

rewarding musical experience!  

 

With just over 50 musician members, the SSYO had a produc-

tive and musical fall season this year. In early November, 

members of the SSYO joined forces with orchestral musicians 

from other parts of the province for a weekend of rehearsing 

and performing in the 2007 SMEA Honour Orchestra, led by 

guest conductor, Ken Hsieh.  Two weeks later, on November 

16-18, the entire SSYO embarked on its first trip of the year ð an 

annual weekend retreat held at the Kenosee Inn in Moose 

Mountain Provincial Park.  Orchestra members spent two days 

rehearsing under the direction of Alan Denike, as well as Rudy 

Sternadel and Miles Newman who directed sectionals.   The 

weekend was a time for this group of young people to jell into 

a team. There are a lot of new members as well as younger 

ones this year so the week -end proved to be very worthwhile. 

It was, by all accounts, a great deal of fun as well as musically 

inspiring!  

 

The orchestraõs annual Christmas Musical Brunch  was held De-

cember 16 at the Conexus Arts Centre with 418 in atten-

dance.  The program included music of Rossini ð William Tell 

Overture; Zimmer ð Pirates of the Caribbean (Dead Manõs 

Chest);  J.S. Bachõs Brandenburg Concerto No. 4 featuring so-

loists, Gwyneth Bergman and April Wooley on flute and Jer-

emy Buzash on violin;  Andersonõs popular Christmas Festival  as 

well as a selection of traditional Christmas carols.  In addition 

to the concert, this brunch featured a Christmas -themed silent 

auction, opportunity to purchase the orchestraõs 2007 final 

concert CD commemorating the SSYOõs 30th anniversary, and 

lots of great food!  
(Continued on page 4) 

 

SOUTH SASKATCHEWAN YOUTH  

 ORCHESTRA  
-information submitted by D.Pringel,  B.Hillis & P.Hulsof  
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The 30th Anniversary CD is a live recording of the 

Anniversary Concert held June 3, 2007 at the Con-

exus Arts Centre. Over 600 people attended this 

concert with many alumni from previous years re-

turning to perform. The CD includes music by 

Brahms, Copland and Arutunian with featured so-

loist Ms. Natalie Fuller on trumpet. CDõs are still 

available for $10 and will be available at future 

Regina Symphony Orchestra Classics concerts.  

 

Four members of the orchestra were recognized at 

the Christmas Brunch for their musicianship, leader-

ship and outstanding contributions to the SSYO; 

they were principal flautist, April Wooley, violin co -

concert master Amy Hillis, principal cellist Karla Hil-

lis, and principal trombone Joel Lareau.  Con-

gratulations to these musicians for their achieve-

ments!  

 

On February 9, the orchestra will have the privilege 

of performing Rimsky -Korsakovõs Capriccio espag-

nol on stage alongside the Regina Symphony Or-

chestra, under the direction of Maestro Victor 

Sawa, at the Conexus Arts Centre.   

 

The SSYO can soon be heard in performance at the upcoming Spring Fete , to be held Sun-

day, March 9 at the Campbell Collegiate auditorium in Regina.  This annual event features 

an afternoon tea and concert.  The orchestra will be performing Beethovenõs Leonore 

Overture #3, Chopinõs Piano Concerto #2, featuring Maria Fuller as piano soloist, Rimsky -

Korsakovõs Capriccio espagnol, and Massenetõs Le Cid Ballet Suite.  

 

On June 15 th, the seasonõs concluding concert will be held at the Conexus Arts Centre. The 

Orchestra is also hoping to be included on the program of the Cathedral Arts Festival pend-

ing availability of an appropriate space.     

 

The Board of the SSYO added a few directors -at -large this year in order to train more peo-

ple for future regular executive positions. Their help in managing the workload has already 

been noticeable as has the continuing good work of existing Board members. In an effort to 

kick start the corporate fund -raising of the Orchestra, a handbill was created highlighting 

the newly approved recognition program. The Board is also busily planning the Orchestraõs 

summer trip, July 4 -12, to the International Niagara Music Festival.     

 

For more information about the SSYO, about purchasing a CD or tickets for one of our con-

certs, please check our website at:  www.ssyo.ca  

                          

(Continued from page 3) 

http://www.ssyo.ca/

