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Welcome to the February issue of the SOA Newsletter where
we update our members on your activities. The groups we support
span the Province, however, we are always interested in
identifying new groups, and locations where there is a budding
interest in string and orchestral music. If anyone is aware of new
opportunities for the SOA, please contact our Administrator,
Kathryn Peters, or one of the Directors.

As an example of new initiatives, this past year we began a
new program in cooperation with the Music Festivals
Association. At each of six locations that had significant numbers
of string players entered in the local Festival (NBattleford, Nipawin,
Melfort, Naicam, Swift Current and Moose Jaw), the SOA provided
up to $500 in awards and scholarships (vouchers) for use towards
participation in educational and performance opportunities in SOA-
or member-sponsored programs, such as the Honour Orchestra,
or summer Workshops.

This year, we added two new locations to the Festival awards
program, Prince Albert and Humboldt, and we will evaluate the
successes at each of the locations next year to determine how we
will continue funding this program. It is an important part of the
SOA Mandate to support the development and growth of String
and Orchestral Programs across the Province, and in our next
submission for Grant Funding, we expect to include some
expansion plans. Again, if you know of other groups or locations
where we can encourage strings programs, please let us
know. Our Board has agreed that we will not decrease funding
levels to existing programs to fund expansion, but will use
expansion proposals to argue for additional Provincial funding.
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Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra
-submitted by L.Paice

Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra is excited to host our annual FIDDLE WORKSHOP on Apr
26th and 27th. This event is open to players young and old, regardless of ability (one year
playing experience is recommended). A fun weekend of toe-tapping music led by tal-
ented clinicians.

Cost is only $50 ($45 early bird registration) for two days of instruction. Lunch and snacks in-
cluded both days. For further information or to register, contact Carmela Park at 306-475-
2515 or visit our website www.mjyso.com

MJYSO is looking for qualified musicians interested in conducting and/or providing private
lessons in Moose Jaw during the 2008 -09 season. Please contact Judy DeHaven @ 693 -
6238.

Summer String Experience, 2008

Sponsored by The Saskatoon Suzuki String Program (saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca ) and funded by
SOA.

Join us for a week of music and fun. The dates are July 6-11 this year.

A A musical week of fun for child

A violin, violault& cell o, ages 3

A beginners and experienced player

A Staff includes teachers from the Saskatoo

Summer and music go great together!

With programs for both beginners and developing students, the Summer String Experience of-
fers everyone the opportunity to learn and refine skills on the violin, viola or cello, with others
who are doing the same. It's an excellent way to be introduced to the instrument for the first time,
or for those who already play to find new inspiration from our highly qualified faculty. In addition
to instrumental instruction, the SSE offers enrichment music classes, crafts, lunch hour concerts
and a recreational social. Everything wraps up with two final concerts on Friday!

For more information,
Telephone: 373-9130
Or Email: summerstring@shaw.ca
Or visit our website: saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca.



http://www.mjyso.com
saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca
mailto:summerstring@shaw.ca
saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca
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SOUTH SASKATCHEWAN YOUT
ORCHESTRA

-information submitted by D.Pringel, B.Hillis & P.Hulsof

H

The South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra, under the leader-
ship of conductor and music director Alan Denike, began its
31st season this past fall and is in the midst of preparing for a
number of upcoming performances.

Hi ghlighting the 2007/ 2008 seas
tion in the Niagara International Musical Festival and tour
scheduled for early July. As well as performing, orchestra
members will have numerous opportunities to hear many fine
ensembles in concert 8 the trip promises to be a tremendously
rewarding musical experience!

With just over 50 musician members, the SSYO had a produc-
tive and musical fall season this year. In early November,
members of the SSYO joined forces with orchestral musicians
from other parts of the province for a weekend of rehearsing
and performing in the 2007 SMEA Honour Orchestra, led by
guest conductor, Ken Hsieh. Two weeks later, on November
16-18, the entire SSYO embarked on its first trip of the year d an
annual weekend retreat held at the Kenosee Inn in Moose
Mountain Provincial Park. Orchestra members spent two days
rehearsing under the direction of Alan Denike, as well as Rudy
Sternadel and Miles Newman who directed sectionals. The
weekend was a time for this group of young people to jell into
a team. There are a lot of new members as well as younger
ones this year so the week-end proved to be very worthwhile.
It was, by all accounts, a great deal of fun as well as musically
inspiring!

The or chest rChristmas Musical Brunch was held De-
cember 16 at the Conexus Arts Centre with 418 in atten-
dance. The program included music of Rossini 8 William Tell
Overture; ZimmeroPi r ates of the Caribb
Chest); J . S. Beacdenbueg Concerto No. 4  featuring so-
loists, Gwyneth Bergman and April Wooley on flute and Jer-
emy Buzash onviolinAnder s o n 0 sChgstmasiHestivial as
well as a selection of traditional Christmas carols. In addition
to the concert, this brunch featured a Christmas-themed silent
auction, opportunity to purchas
concert CD commemor at hangiversarg andl S
lots of great food!

(Continued on pagé)
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(Continued from pag8)

The 30t Anniversary CD is a live recording of the . - ®_} T
Anniversary Concert held June 3, 2007 at the Con- S e
exus Arts Centre. Over 600 people attended this
concert with many alumni from previous years re-
turning to perform. The CD includes music by
Brahms, Copland and Arutunian with featured so-
l oi st Ms. Natalie Fuller
available for $10 and will be available at future
Regina Symphony Orchestra Classics concerts.

L

Four members of the orchestra were recognized at

the Christmas Brunch for their musicianship, leader- Alor- A /ﬂ
ship and outstanding contributions to the SSYO; st SO SALLAITE
they were principal flautist, April Wooley, violin co- 30th Anniversary CD
concert master Amy Hillis, principal cellist Karla Hil- Conducled by Music Dircclar Alzn Denike

lis, and principal trombone Joel Lareau. Con- ~ Upcoming Concerts:
gratulations to these musicians for their achieve- Spras ':'L‘ilﬂ‘"f:‘:l“f‘j'L“’f”‘
ments! Finaf Coneert Junc 15 #2530 pr

Connexes Al Cenlie
. L COr cond coneer? fickety are avirfalsfe of Bachi aod Boyornd,
On February 9, the orchestra will have the privilege Cubb Swansun Music and St fohn' Music

of performing Rimsky-K o r s a kCapridtie espag- P fSaet nsemaiiom i s WSk o3
nol on stage alongside the Regina Symphony Or-
chestra, under the direction of Maestro Victor
Sawa, at the Conexus Arts Centre.

Thie S5Y0r anuia ke i tlhank the Sflaving Ror e on-goisg supnort

The SSYO can soon be heard in performance at the upcoming Spring Fete, to be held Sun-
day, March 9 at the Campbell Collegiate auditorium in Regina. This annual event features
an afternoon tea and concert. The or cleead r a
Overture #3, Ch o p i MadosConcerto #2, featuring Maria Fuller as piano soloist, Rimsky-
Ko r s a kCapridtie espagnol, and Ma s s kerCal Bdilet Suite.

OnJune 15, t he seasonds concluding concert wildl
Orchestra is also hoping to be included on the program of the Cathedral Arts Festival pend-
ing availability of an appropriate space.

The Board of the SSYO added a few directors-at-large this year in order to train more peo-
ple for future regular executive positions. Their help in managing the workload has already
been noticeable as has the continuing good work of existing Board members. In an effort to
kick start the corporate fund-raising of the Orchestra, a handbill was created highlighting
the newly approved recognition program. The B
summer trip, July 4-12, to the International Niagara Music Festival.

For more information about the SSYO, about purchasing a CD or tickets for one of our con-
certs, please check our website at: www.ssyo.ca
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Regina Mandolin Orchestras
submitted by K. McCaw
20 Years of Fun and Music

1988- The ConsumepesrdatCiove Refineries Li mitCahm@ad a

first heavy and medium oil upgrader i officially opened. You listened to Louis Armstrong

sing oWhat A Wonderful Worl do6 while driving |

Regina Mandolin Orchestra was officially organized with 10 members and one mandolin
student.

For 20 years, audiences in Regina and area have enjoyed the unique sound of the RMO,
based on the plucked strings of the mandolin family of instruments, supplemented by the
accordion, flute, guitar, violin and sometimes percussion.

The orchestra now has more than 40 members and our teaching program regularly serves
25-plus students all prepared to celebrate RMQO's 20th anniversary. Like all anniversaries
there will be reunion events to bring back our alumni. Workshops and special guests to
practice playing together. We will preserve the year in ways that will provide a rich legacy
for the RMO and it's audiences to enjoy in the future.

What can audiences expect this year?
Well | ike 1988 it wildl be OHot Hot Hoto
Of course the annual Christmas Concert! (Christmas CD??)
Our annual spring concert bigger and better than ever with special guests
guaranteed to celebrate our birthday.

Check back here or at www.mandolin.ca from time to time there will be more!

W59

1O Me

(B

Prince Albert Strings Orchestra
- submitted by D.Bernier

Prince Albert Strings Orchestra
Year End Concert

April 6, 2008
Rawlinson Centre

Prince Albert, SK
Time: to be determined



http://www.mandolin.ca
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SSO Office kept busy with Community Initiatives and
Fundraising Endeavours

Saskatoon (SK) January 10, 2008 8 The SSO continues to initiate new opportunities to
share classical music in the community. Besides the regular concert schedule, many lo-
cal programs are in place to increase accessibility fo
first time ever, we have struck a educational partnership with the Star-Phoenix develop-
ing a curricul uNewsGlatésdée i6n conj uncti on with t h-A-REaaerwinb-t
tiatived boasts Lori Lisitza, Director of Development
yet educational guides are distributed to over 100 community schools providing students
with information on musical instruments, musicians, composers and the structure and
functioning of the Symphony Orchestra itselfo. ThRi s p
running SSO School Concert Series in which the principal musicians from the Saskatoon
Symphony perform at elementary schools throughout the year. This program is coordinated
by the SSO Director of Development Ms. Lisitza and Operations Manager, Blake Cuming.

00Once Lori has secured funding for this project, we wo
schools, coordinate bookings with the musicians availability, and ensure the performance
day itself goes off without a hitchdé Cuming accedes.

larity, this season 1is already completely booked.

The upcoming Evening in Vienna fundraising Gala  will designate a portion of the proceeds to the continuation
of this program. Marketing Director, Jacquie Berg, and Lori Lisitza coordinate this gala evening. In its second
year, the evening combines gourmet dining, entertainment by balroom dancers, Michael Swan as a wander-
ing minstrel, fabulous silent auction items, and the highlight 8 an opportunity to dance to the Saskatoon Sym-

phony Orchestra. 0Our goal i-classteveniegifar ticgket-b ayger amosbas efi
0 Fr om t dcaursé meakto details in decor, the evening will meet and exceed expectations for those at-
tendees familiar with fundrai si ng &fuadraising goalto®Kre eqi tt yh.ed a

and accessible for cmoonmuased wil be bivided amman@ additional initiatives 6 including
theChil drends Ti cket - DrdothatheiCbristmas cooagrt &aandesignated Master Series con-
cert & to secure the Classics for Kids Concert Series.

The Going Public Series returns this spring, offering free concerts performed by SSO principal musicians

t hroughout the city. Ms . Lisitza continues to work on
ize this is a great opportunity to promote our orchestra and the quality of musicianship to many individuals
who have either not attended a concert or through circ
ing Director Jacquie Berg.

Ot her opportunities this season to benefit the communi
legacy include the Vaughn Wyant Autosport Car Lease Raffle and an updated gift card
thrilled to have partnered with Vaughn Wyant to provide a luxury vehicle rafffle with proceeds benefiting the
SSO6 beamed Director of Development Lisitza. This fund
with advertising and direct mail, along with a week-long presence in Midtown Plaza to increase ticket sales.
The newly updated gift cards  will be available in early spring to accommodate ease of giving the gift of mu-
sic. The attractive wallet-size cards will meet the ever-increasing gift card demand, and once more bring in
ever-needed funds for the orchestra.

The SSO also gives back to the community financially, debuting this season a planned annual initiative to des-
ignate another non-profit as recipients in a benefit concert . The March 8th Master Series concert will provide a
portion of ticket sales and art raffle to the Saskatoon Aids Foundation

I ndi

Ms t

r Wist
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Saito Conducting Workshop
-submitted by W.Toews

The 2008 International Saito Conducting Workshop will be held at the University of Saskatchewan from July 20 to 27,
2008 The workshop empowers participants to use gestures to express their musical ideas with artistry and precision.
Participants have unanimously endorsed the workshops, claiming that the method provides for the accelerated develop-
ment of conducting skills in a thoroughly musical context enhanced by a positive and constructive atmosphere.

Details are posted at http://conductorschool.com/course.html

Enrollment is limited so that everyone gets abundant podium time. Five of the dozen spots have already been requested.
The workshop will be instructed by Wayne Toews in collaboration with Bonnie Nicholson and Dianne Gryba. Mr.
Toews studied the method with Prof. Morihiro Okabe in Tokyo and worked with Prof. Okabe, Fumi Torigai and Kazu-
yoshi Akiyama to prepare the English edition of the Saito Conducting Method textbook. He made presentations about
the method at the Conductors Guild convention in New York and the MidWest Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.
More than 100 conductors have studied the method with him. The 2007 workshop included a former member of the
New York Philharmonic, two university music professors, three military band conductors, directors of school and com-
munity choirs, bands and orchestras and university students.

The four previous workshops have attracted students from Malta, Kuwait, England and many places in the United States
and Canada. Comments from former students are posted at

http://conductorschool.com/scrapbook.html In the words of Seiji Ozawa, "Prof. Saito's teachings are so comprehensive
and yet so fundamental that they embrace and enrich all possible conducting styles."

Please direct questions to info@conductorschool.com or call 306.373.6408.

Please share the information about the workshop with any who might be interested.

Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra

Master Series 5- February 16 TCU Place 7:30pm.
Special Guest: Erica Raum(violin) & The Saskatoon Youth Orchestra
Repertoire:  Georges Bizet: Carmen Suite No.1
Max Bruch: Concerto for Violin No.1 in G minor op.26
Ludwig van Beethoven: Symphony No. 5 ¢ minor op.67
Master Series SRunout to Swift Current - Sunday, February 17
Swift Current Comprehensive High School (same repertoire)

Chamber Players Concert- February 27
Convocation Hall, University of Saskatchewan 7:30pm
Enjoy a pre-concert dinner at the U of S Faculty Club Call 966-7777
Guest Artists: Michael Swan(violin) and David Swan(piano)

Repertoire: Brahms: The Three Violin Sonatas

Call 665-6414 for tickets

Jacquie Berg

Marketing Director

Saskatoon Symphony

120-128, 4 Ave S, Saskatoon (SK) S7K 1M8
306.665.4866 Fax: 306.652.3364
marketing.symphony@sasktel.net
www.saskatoonsymphony.org



http://conductorschool.com/course.html
http://conductorschool.com/scrapbook.html
mailto:info@conductorschool.com
mailto:marketing.symphony@sasktel.net
http://www.saskatoonsymphony.org
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Saskatoon Strings workshop - Bernadette Wilson

On Saturday Janary 26th the Saskatoon Strings had the pleasure of spending the day in a workshop with Mark Rudoff,
who is presently the cello instructor and conductor for the faculty of Music at Brandon University. He was invited to
hone their fledgling orchestral skills, and that he did in a variety of ways.

While working on Respighi's Antique Airs and DanceMark demonstrated tactics to make the group more rhythmi-
cally cohesive. His broad understanding of music history helped illustrate the appropriate bow strokes and style for
these dances. Harry Somers' She's Like the Swallowas a vehicle for several tuning exercises, as well as learning
about contemporary harmonies used by this Canadian composer. Corelli's Concerto Grosso Op. 6, #Vas employed as
exercises in sight-reading and 'quick studies'. Perhaps the highlight was Rosin Eating Zombies From Outer Spage
Richard Meyer. As a result of the many listening exercises Mark had them do, the Saskatoon Strings managed to per-
form this piece without a conductor.

The workshop concluded in Hordern Hall, Aden Bowman Collegiate, with a well attended concert of all of the
above mentioned compositions, as well as a performance by Mark and Nancy Nehring of Martinu's Variations on a
theme by RossiniAfter a very full day of much sight-reading and heroic efforts to learn many new skills, there were
smiles on every one's faces as they headed for home.

Saskatoon Youth Orchestra - Wayne Toews

The Saskatoon Youth Orchestra has hired SYO alumnus Shane Nizinkevich as administrative assistant. Shane succeeds
Gary Brown in the post. Mr. Nizinkevich is a gifted percussionist who will graduate from the University of Saskatche-
wan this spring. He brings an intimate knowledge of the orchestra and excellent organizational skills to job.

The Saskatoon Youth Orchestra under the direction of Wayne Toews and George Charpentier performs Bizet's Carmen
Suite No. Bvith the Saskatoon Symphony on February 16, 2008 at TCU Place, Saskatoon.

On February 2nd SYO members received instruction from musicians of the Saskatoon Symphony and from the commu-
nity. On that same afternoon the orchestra hosted guests in the Talent Enhancement Program that offers free instruction
with SYO sectional instructors and the opportunity to rehearse with the orchestra. This is the second TEP event of the
season supported by a grant from the City of Saskatoon.

The annual Gala will be held at the Hilton Hotel on Saturday, March 15. Everyone is invited to attend this fabulous eve-
ning of fine dining and music which will highlight many of the orchestra's exceptional players. Contact a member of the
orchestra or call 306.955.6336 for tickets.

During the Easter weekend the SYO will travel to Calgary for a workshop with members of the Calgary Philharmonic
orchestra. The orchestra will have the opportunity to attend a concert at the Jack Singer Concert Hall and will give a
public performance on Easter Sunday.

The annual Spring Awards concert will be presented on April 27, 2008 beginning at 2:30 p.m. in Castle Theatre, Saska-
toon. Awards totaling more than $5000 will be presented to the orchestra members.

Auditions for the Saskatoon Strings and the youth orchestra will be held in late May and again in late August. Musicians
and their parents are invited to visit www.syo.ca or write to SYO Director Wayne Toews at syo@sasktel.net or to call
306-955-6336 for information about the program.
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Erica Raum and Saskatoon Youth Orchestra to
Perform with SSO

Saskatoon (SK) January 27,2008 3 Known for her "engaging sensitivity and a gorgeously
full tone," [THE STRAD], Canadian violinist Erika Raum continues developing a following
here in her native country and internationally. "Raum possesses a lively temperament,
energetic individuality, warm and communicative tone matched with a supreme self

determined musical resolve."- MUZSIKA, Budapest The Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra

(SSO) welcomes Ms. Raum as a special guest Saturday, February 16, 7:30pm at TCU
Place. Eri ka will showcase her skills with Max
0p.26, considered by many to be his most famous composition, written to show off Bruch
and his love of the violin.

’Saskatoonés talented Youth Orch
1t he stage with the S6dmep&uitefNo.L mi
Over the past 49 years, The Saskatoon Youth Orchestra has
provided a high quality orchestral experience for more than
eleven hundred young people in Saskatoon and area, helping many on the road to a mu-
sic career and a lifelong love of orchestral music. The current Saskatoon Youth Orchestra
consists of 48 players of string, woodwind, brass and percussion instruments. Wayne Toews
and George Charpentier have directed theSymrch
phony No. 5 ¢ minor op. 67 & perhaps his best known- will round off the evening.

Sunday, February 17t the SSO and special guest Erika Raum will travel to Swift Current,
where the Swift Current Allied Arts Council presents the Orchestra in concert at 2pm. at
Swift Current Comprehensive high school.

Ticket Prices start at just $18.00 for students. Tickets can be purchased at the SSO Office 120-128-
Fourth Ave. S 665-6414 or Ticketmaster locations 938 -7800. Tickets can be purchased by cash,
debit or credit card in person or over the phone.

greatart :: good people :: good business
The Saskatoon Symphony is Saskatoonds artistic institution
motes classical music to enhance the artistic, intellectual and social life of our community.

-30-
Media enquiries may be directed to:

Jacquie Berg, Marketing Director
Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra
T 665.4866 F 652.3364
marketing.symphony@sasktel.net

www.saskatoonsymphony.org
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Events Calendar

Feb. 9 SSYO performs with RSO (see p.4) Regina

Feb. 16 SYO performs with SSO (see p.6&9)Saskatoon
Mar. 9 SSYO Spring Fete(see p.4) Regina

Mar. 15 SYO Annual Gala(see p.8) Saskatoon
Mar. 16 SOA AGM & BoD meetings Regina
Spring2008 S6t oon Strings Saskfitoono | |t
Easter 2008 SYO & Surrey Y.O. workshop

April 6 P.A. Strings concert (see p.5) Prince Albert
Apr. 27 SYO Spring Awards concefttee p.8)Saskatoon
Apr. 27 & 28 Fiddle Workshop (see p.2) Moose Jaw
June 15 SSYO Year End Concert (see p.4) Regina

July 4-12 SSYO to Niagara International Music Festival
July 6-11 Suzuki Summer String Experience  Saskatoon
July 20-27 Saito Conducting Workshop (see p.6)Saskatoon

Requests for Teachers to seatfentify

The SOA occasionally receives requests for teachers of string
struments in various SK locations. If teachers would like to lea
their names, location, and contact numbers with the SOA, a

could be maintained and information distributed as needed.

Thanks to those who have already submitted their information
Names and contact information to be listed in the next
newsletter.

Why am I receiving this newsletter?

You are receiving this newsletter because you or someone in your
family has been a member of an orchestral group under the um-
brella of the Saskatchewan Orchestral Association in the past year.

If you wish to be removed from our list, please contact Kathryn at
544-2 230 (Hanley) or emai l t o 'S
not soanell 0) .

lis

Contact Info

Saskatchewan Orchestral Association

Kathryn Peters
Administrator
Box 87
Hanley, SK SO0G 2E0

Ph: 306-544-2230
Fax: 306-544-2718

soal @sasktel.net

www.saskorchestras.com

Newsletter Info

Next newsletter:

Deadline: April 4, 2008
Publication: April 11, 2008

2008 Newsletter Deadlines

Deadline Publication
April 4 April 11
September 26 October 3
November 14 November 21

February 2, 2009

February 9, 2009

Nn-

e

SOA Board of Directors

President Vacant

Vice President Hugh Wood
Secretary Birgitta Heidt
Treasurer Ray Pacholek
Past-President  Doug Thorpe
Director Pat Ohnander
Director Yvonne Redant
Director Ellen Handford
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