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SOA acknowledges 

the generous 

support of:  

Welcome to the Spring 2009 Edition of the SOA Newsletter. 

 

At our March AGM and Board meetings, we reviewed the operation of the SOA, 

received reports from several of our member groups (we had an excellent turnout of 

member reps this year), received the annual audited financial report, appointed the 

Auditor for the coming year, and held elections for the Directors who will guide the 

SOA and represent the interests of member groups. All of the existing Directors 

agreed to continue for another year, and 3 new board members were elected. We 

welcome the new members, R. Sternadel, P Hulshof, and J. Payzant. A lively 

discussion followed on the implications of the review being conducted by 

SaskCulture, and how we could more effectively portray our important activities 

and the achievements of our members. A committee was established to develop a 

repertoire of activities and events that we could use during the coming year to build 

interest and participation in Strings. 

 

As in the previous year, the most pressing issue the Directors have been dealing 

with is the Eligibility Review being conducted by Sask Culture. We must maintain 

our status as an eligible organization in order to continue to receive funding from 

Sask Lotteries. We have been working hard with the other 4 music PCOs 

(Provincial Cultural Organizations) to develop the concept of the Saskatchewan 

Music Alliance. This organization would coordinate a number of activities, such as 

workshops and conferences, and help to make all of our groups more efficient. Our 

first major function together will be the Sask Music Conference in early November 

in Regina. The SOA will participate with some programming related to Strings 

education. Please see details later in the newsletter. Also, please contact any Board 

member, or our Administrator Kathryn Peters, if you are interested in growing 

string programs in the Province by helping to promote the program in your 

community. 

 

Thank you for your continuing membership and support.  
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SOA Award Winners  
in the Saskatchewan Music Festival 2009  

 

Congratulations to the SOA Award recipients in the 2009 Saskatchewan Music Festival!  
 
Humboldt   Peter Tahn      Intermediate  
    
Melfort   Anna Edwards     Beginner  
   Angela Hoffman     Elementary  
   Harley Edin      Junior  
   Silken Handford -Perronet    Intermediate  
   Orysia Stephaniuk     Senior  
 
Naicam   Nicole Stephaniuk     Beginner  
   Kathryn Stephaniuk    Elementary  
   Silken Handford -Perronet    Junior  
   Brina Rempel     Intermediate  
   Orysia Stephaniuk     Senior  
 
Results from other festival locations are not yet available but will be listed in the September Newsletter.   

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 The SOA was pleased to offer awards to string competitors in the Saskatchewan Music Fes
 tival in eight location in 2009ð Battlefords, Humboldt, Melfort, Moose Jaw, Naicam, Ni-

pawin, Prince Albert, Swift Current.  Thank you to the local festival committees who administer the awards!  
 
Awards at the beginner and elementary levels are $25 cheques; junior, intermediate and senior level awards are $150 
vouchers to attend SOA sponsored string workshops/camps.  

Anna Edwards 

Rebecca Hankins Vopni & Harley Edin  

Rebecca H. & Nicole Stephaniuk  
Kathryn Stephaniuk 

Jordan Clarke: Nipawin  

Silken Handford-Perronet 

Brina Rempel  
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Saskatchewan Music Conference November 5th ñ7th  
 

The annual Saskatchewan Music Conference will take place this year from November 5th to 7th in Regina. More than 
250 delegates will converge on the city for three days of education, innovation, training and networking.  
 
The conference is being produced by five music provincial cultural organizations. Historically, the conference has been 
sponsored by the Saskatchewan Band Association (SBA), the Saskatchewan Choral Federation (SCF),  and the Sas-
katchewan Music Educators Association (SMEA), but this year they are joined by the Saskatchewan Orchestral Associa-
tion (SOA) and the Saskatchewan Music Festival Association (SMFA). Together, the five partners have a combined 
membership representing more than eight hundred bands, choirs, orchestras, festivals, educators and individuals in-
volved in recreational and professional music in Saskatchewan. 
 
The SOA Board of Directors encourages SOA members to attend the event. SOA is planning to sponsor 2 or 3 work-
shops on Saturday.  Conference participants are welcome to take part in workshops of their choice. Saturday also fea-
tures an inspirational key note speaker and the Honour Orchestra, Honour Choir and Honour Band concert.  
 
Details regarding workshops, speakers and registration will be provided in the coming weeks.  
 
Part of the Conference includes a Silent Auction which is a major fundraiser supporting endowments and scholarships 
for the partner organizations.  The auction helps support talented musical students and directors in their quest for educa-
tion and training.  We are, therefore, appealing to the communityôs generosity and asking for the donation of items, ser-
vices or gift certificates for the silent auction.  Donations made by October 23

rd
  will be acknowledged in the Conference 

Banquet Program. 

 
 
SASKATOON YOUTH ORCHESTRA  
 
 

The golden anniversary year of the Saskatoon Youth Orchestra program has featured a wide range of activities including 
performances at the SunDog Pleasure Faire, at Rosthern Junior College with the RJC choir, the annual Winter and 
Spring concerts, a reunion, the release of a set of CDs, a special performance with massed choir and string orchestras 
in Prince Albert, a Gala, a tour of schools by the Saskatoon Strings and a recital by members of the Double Bass Pro-
gram. The 50th Anniversary Celebration, a 2-CD set of recordings, is available from the SYO for $20.  
 
The SYO, conducted by Wayne Toews, performed Estampas Mexicanas by Jose Elizondo in the Saskatoon Sym-
phony's Master Series on March 14 at TCU Place.    The SYO joined the Saskatoon Symphony under conductor 
Toews in a performance of Stephen Chatmanôs Taraôs Dream with guest pianist Helen Kashap. 
 
The orchestra welcomed 260 guests at the annual Gala that was held on March 28th at the Hilton Garden Inn.  The 
guests enjoyed fanfares of welcome composed by Wayne Toews and performed by the SYO brass section, followed 
by supper music by the Saskatoon Strings and the strings of the SYO and finally by a concert by the SYO.  Flutist Alli-
son Miller performed Fantasie Op. 79 by Gabriel Fauré accompanied by the SYO.  Nathan Baker, Julia Watson and 
Evan Friesen were featured in SYO Jam for three fiddlers and orchestra composed by Wayne Toews. 
 
The Spring concert, which included the presentation of more that $7000 in awards, was presented on April 19, 2009 in 
the Robert Hinitt Castle Theatre. 
 

The orchestra welcomes inquiries from potential members by E-mail to syo@sasktel.net or by post at 1610 Morgan Ave., 
Saskatoon, SK, S7H 2S1. 

 
 

Wayne Toews, Director 
1610 Morgan Avenue, Saskatoon, SK. Canada, S7H 2S1 

Telephone (306) 955-6336   
www.syo.ca  

E-mail:  s y o @ s a s k t e l . n e t   

http://www.syo.ca
mailto:syo@sasktel.net


SOA April 2009  Newsletter  4 

 

 

Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra  
Submitted by L. Paice  

MOOSE JAW YOUTH STRING ORCHESTRA  is busy preparing for several events occurring before the end of the sea-
son. 
  
A recent highlight for our Junior + Intermediate Groups was opening for the Regina Symphony Orchestra at their per-
formance in Moose Jaw in March.   We sincerely thank the RSO for sharing the stage with our young musicians, and 
Moose Jaw Conexus for inviting us to perform.    
  
Our annual FIDDLE WORKSHOP  is being held April 25 + 26.   Clinicians include DEAN BERNIER, SCOTT BENSON, 
TABITHA GRASS AND SHANE GRASS. Two days of instruction for violin, viola, cello + upright bass.  All ages + abili-
ties are welcome.  Registration forms can be downloaded at www.mjyso.com or call Lynne at 693-9344.   $60 fee for 
non-MJYSO members includes snacks + lunch both days.   
  
  A group of our students will spend a day playing at several local schools to promote string music and Orchestra mem-
bership.   Our School Tour  is is a great opportunity for our students to perform before their peers and educate others 
about string music.   Our Year End Concert  will be held Sunday, May 3 @ 2:30 at the Performing Arts Centre (Moose 
Jaw Public Library). There is no admission and everyone is welcome to attend. 
  
UPRIGHT BASS INSTRUCTOR IS NEEDED  for two students wanting private lessons. If you are interested, please con-
tact us via the website www.mjyso.com or call Lynne @ 306-693-9344. 

     

 
Prince Albert String Orchestra  

Submitted by D. Bernier  

 
 
All is well in Prince Albert. The Prince Albert Strings Orchestra (PASO) recently received the scholarship for Orchestra at 
the Prince Albert Kiwanis Music Festival and students of  Bernier Music received 12 of 15 scholarships at the festival. 
Everyone played very well. 

 

The PASO concert was on Sunday, April 5th (2:00 p.m.), at Rivier Academy. Guests were Laurent Fournier (Guitar), 

Megan Fournier (opera singer), Luke (one of Laurent's guitar students), the Rivier Choir, and Dean Bernier (violin). 

 

 

The Regina Harp Ensemble  
Submitted by C. Denis  

 
The Regina Harp Ensemble will be holding its first informal performance on June 6th, 4 - 5PM , in Darke 

Hall.   This free concert will follow the last of three harp workshops.  

Players are students of the Conservatory of Performing Arts who have been taught for the past two years 

by Cecile Denis, principal harpist with the Regina and Saskatoon Symphony Orchestras.  

  
 

http://www.mjyso.com
http://www.mjyso.com
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Tisdale and District Strings 
Submitted by R. Hankins-Vopni 

  

What is happening in and around Tisdale ï North East Saskatchewan. 

 

We managed to drive the iciest roads of the winter in March to have the opportunity to play for and learn from 

Robert Klose at the Melfort Music Festival.  In spite of having to drive 40 or 50 kilometers an hour, which of 

course means it takes twice as long to get there, while listening to the weather report saying that travel is not 

recommended around Tisdale, we all arrived in Melfort for two great days of playing, listening and learning. 

 

In addition some of our members had the opportunity to play for Marla Cole at the Nipawin Music Festival. 

 

Tisdale and District strings is looking forward to its spring workshops with Raymond Ko, Ed Minevich, John 

Payzant and Anna Bekolay.  Our playing has been improving through the year and we know we will learn 

even more at our workshops and this summer at Honey Bee Music and Dance Camp.  Our workshops are 

April 24 and 25 and May 18. 

 

We would like to invite you to come to Tisdale this summer and study with us at Honey Bee Music and Dance 

Camp.  Many of our favorite instructors will be there once again for our private lessons, chamber music re-

hearsals, masterclasses and orchestras.  Since the campôs first year in 2003 string players have been coming 

from across the province -  from Moosomin to Hudson Bay, from Coronach to Carrot River to study, play and 

make friends for a week in August.  Not only does everyone study, play and perform together but we have 

lunch together (lunch is included in the registration fee), have a teen night, a family swim night and more.  

Letôs make new friends and improve our playing ï August 3 ï 8.  Some of our 2009 string instructors at the 

music camp will be John Payzant, Saskatoon Symphony and Saskatoon Suzuki Strings, Anna Bekolay, Saska-

toon, Carolyn Lowther, Regina Symphony and Regina Conservatory of the Performing Arts and Janna Sailor. 

 

We are pleased that Janna Sailor has time to spend performing and working with students this summer in 

Tisdale.  Violinist Janna Sailor began her musical studies at the age of three and had her first experience per-

forming with professional orchestras at the age of thirteen.   She has held the position of concertmaster with 

the Saskatoon Youth Orchestra, Saskatchewan Honor Orchestra, Brandon University Orchestra, and the Uni-

versity of British Columbia Symphony Orchestra.   She has also performed with the Saskatoon and Regina 

Symphony Orchestras in her native Saskatchewan and recently recorded for CBC radio as a member of the 

Isabelle Mills Ensemble.  She has received numerous awards and scholarships including the Saskatoon Sym-

phony Award for Leadership in Music, the Craig Memorial Scholarship for Strings, R.D. Bell Music Scholar-

ship, and the Vining Memorial Graduate Scholarship in Music. In 2004, Janna represented Manitoba at the Na-

tional Music Festival Finals in Charlottetown, P.E. I., and since then has placed in numerous competitions 

across western Canada.   Janna has pursued studies across North America, having the opportunity to work with 

many renowned artists from around the world including the Alexander and Lafayette String Quartets, Erika 

Raum, Dr. Guillaume Tardif, James Ehnes, Scott St. John, Jasper Wood, and Nancy Lokken. In May 2006, she 

graduated from the Brandon University School of Music with a Bachelor of Music with Great Distinction, then 

completed a Masters in Violin Performance at the University of British Columbia under the guidance of Nancy 

DiNovo. This past summer, Janna was the recipient of a scholarship to study with Tafelmusik. 

Janna lives in Vancouver with her husband, internationally renowned concert pianist Sergei Saratovsky.  Janna 

is on staff with the Vancouver Youth Orchestra, and teaches secondary violin at the University of British Co-

lumbia, where she continues to pursue graduate studies in Baroque violin and orchestral conducting. Janna 

performs regularly with the Vancouver Island Symphony and Vancouver Opera Orchestra, and is a founding 

member of Vancouver based Orchestra Armonia. 
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Up coming  String Workshops:   

 

 

MOOSE JAW FIDDLE WORKSHOP -  April 25 + 26th  
 
Clinicians include Dean Bernier, Scott Benson, Tabitha Grass, and Shane Grass.  Two days of in-
struction for violin, viola, cello + upright bass.  All ages + abilities are welcome.  Registration forms 
can be downloaded at www.mjyso.com or call Lynne at 693-9344.   A $60 fee for non-MJYSO mem-
bers includes snacks + lunch both days.   
  

An affordable weekend of top -notch instruction and fiddlin' fun!  

 
 

Saskatoon Suzuki Summer String Experience ðJuly 5th ð10th 
 

Interested in a string music programme this summer? 
 
Come and join the Summer String Experience( SSE)!  It happens from July 5 to the 10th, 2009. 
This year's SSE theme is " At the movies!"  and will take place at the University of Saskatchewan, 
Education Building in Saskatoon. 
 
The SSE offers a beginner programme in violin and cello.  Violins can rented through local music 
stores for a nominal fee. Cellos will be provided for the week by the Saskatoon Suzuki String Pro-
gramme.  
 
For the student that already plays the violin, viola or cello, there are 3 programmes.  For those who 
are not yet ready to play in orchestra , the SSE offers a half day programme.  A full day programme 
is offered to those students who are ready for orchestra.  For the advanced student, the SSE offers 
a week of ensemble coaching and orchestral training.   
 
In addition to the music, the summer programme includes crafts, sport activities, special concerts 
and other fun activities that are planned throughout the week.  A grand finale concert winds up the 
week. 
 
For more information, please go to: 
 
website: www.saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca 
email: summerstring@shaw.ca 
telephone:  John or Lillian @ 373-9130 (306) 

http://www.mjyso.com
http://www.saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca
mailto:summerstring@shaw.ca
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SOA Chamber Orchestra Workshop ðJuly 13th -18th  
  
After another exciting and successful summer workshop in summer 2008, we are gearing up for 
SOACOW 2009!   
  
Each summer we have added something new to the program which has enhanced the experience 
for students.  New in 2007 was the addition of classes in a variety of topics that ranged from theory 
to conducting to "music outside the box."  Last summer a companion project was added to the work-
shop as a way of offering more to young music enthusiasts, and as a way to develop an interest in 
"under represented/underplayed" instruments in the province.  The "Bassoon Intensive" did just that, 
with 8 young musicians taking up reeds and bocals for the first time!  This year there are plans to 
expand on that program and introduce "Intensive" programs for other instruments (TBA).  It is hoped 
that this program will become more integrated into the chamber orchestra program rather than run-
ning completely separately.  The chamber orchestra students will, of course, benefit from the same 
strong program that has been offered in past years! 
  
Even though specifics on the workshop have not yet been officially announced, it is tentatively 
scheduled to take place in Saskatoon from July 13-18, 2009.  All orchestral instrumentalists between 
12-18 years old (adult students also welcome), are invited to attend.  Please spread the word and 
make plans to attend! 
  
Natalie DeJong and Richard Carnegie 

SOACOW 09 Coordinators 
 

For more information email Natalie DeJong at soaorchestraworkshop@yahoo.com or visit the SOA Website at  

www.saskorchestras.com  

Honey Bee Music and Dance CampðAugust 3rd ï8th  
 

We would like to invite you to come to Tisdale this summer and study with us at Honey Bee Music and Dance 

Camp.  Many of our favorite instructors will be there once again for our private lessons, chamber music re-

hearsals, master classes and orchestras.   

 

Since the campôs first year in 2003 string players have been coming from across the province -  from 

Moosomin to Hudson Bay, from Coronach to Carrot River to study, play and make friends for a week in Au-

gust.  Not only does everyone study, play and perform together but we have lunch together (lunch is included 

in the registration fee), have a teen night, a family swim night and more.  Letôs make new friends and improve 

our playing ï August 3 ï 8.   

 

Some of our 2009 string instructors at the music camp will be John Payzant, Saskatoon Symphony and Saska-

toon Suzuki Strings, Anna Bekolay, Saskatoon, Carolyn Lowther, Regina Symphony and Regina Conservatory 

of the Performing Arts and Janna Sailor. 

 

For more information email Rebecca Hankins-Vopni at tdstrings@sasktel.net or visit the Tisdale and District 

Strings website at www.vopnimusic.com.  

mailto:soaorchestraworkshop@yahoo.com
http://www.saskorchestras.com
mailto:tdstrings@sasktel.net
http://www.vopnimusic.com
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Looking for a string teacher?  Inquire with the following teachers . . . . .  
 
Dean Bernier (fiddle/violin)   306.764.3868  berniermusic@gotgeek.ca 
 Box 13, Prince Albert SK S6V 5R4      

Rebecca Hankins -Vopni    306.873.5216  tdstrings@sasktel.net  
 Box 1282 Tisdale SK S0E 1T0 

Jeanine Munchinsky   (violin & piano) 
 Saskatoon    306.249.1338  jeanine.munchinsky@gmail.com  
Jeannette Mynett (violin, viola, cello, Music theory & History) 
 Box 1981 Assiniboia S0H 0B0 306.642.4187(ph) jrm.her@sasktel.net 
      306.642.3835 (fax)  

Anne Riches  (violin)  
 Moose Jaw/Caronport   306.681.7051  annelise@briercrest.com 
      306.694.6020 
Tammy Siemens (violin, piano, hymnstyling)306.981.6838  tsqueaker10433@yahoo.ca 
 Teaches in Prince Albert, Shellbrook & Bellevue 

 
Some teachers/string players are listed on the SK Music Directory at www.saskrecording.ca/smd/published/Directory/
String.html 
 
If other teachers of string instruments would like to be included in the SOA newsletter, please send name and contact 
information to saskorchestras@yourlink.ca   

***ANNOUNCING***  
  

2nd Annual  
Grampa's Fiddle Farm 

A fun fiddle -camp designed to motivate young players with new music, crafts, and violin-
related activities.  Each day will include an educational component such as playing exotic 

folk fiddles, exploring different styles of music and rhythms.   The camp will end with a 
short concert presentation for parents.    

  
August 17 - 21, 2009 

Afternoons from 1-5pm 
At Westminster United Church  

3025 13th Avenue, Regina 
Ages 6-10 

(with at least 2 years of instruction)  

Camp cost $125 
Limit of 20 children  
For more information, phone: 543 -2937 or 584-8427 
or e-mail:  
grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com  

For an application and Information brochure,  
Send your Name and Postal Address to: 
grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com  
 

mailto:berniermusic@gotgeek.ca
mailto:tdstrings@sasktel.net
mailto:jeanine.munchinsky@gmail.com
mailto:jrm.her@sasktel.net
mailto:annelise@briercrest.com
mailto:tsqueaker10433@yahoo.ca
http://www.saskrecording.ca/smd/published/Directory/String.html
http://www.saskrecording.ca/smd/published/Directory/String.html
mailto:saskorchestras@yourlink.ca
mailto:grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com
mailto:grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com
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Next newsletter:  

Deadline: Sept. 18, 2009 

Publication: Sept. 25, 2009  

Newsletter Info 

Saskatchewan Orchestral Association 

Kathryn Peters 

Administrator 

Box 87  

Hanley, SK  S0G 2E0 

 

Ph: 306-544-2230 

Fax: 306-544-2718 

 

saskorchestras@yourlink.ca 

www.saskorchestras.com 

Contact Info 

SOA Board of Directors 

President Hugh Wood 

Vice President Yvonne Redant 

Secretary Birgitta Heidt 

Treasurer Ray Pacholek 

Director Anne Allen  

Director Ellen Handford 

Director Paddie Hulshof 

Director John Payzant 

Director Rudy Sternadel 

Director Wayne Toews 

Deadline 
 

September 18, 2009 
 

November 20, 2009 

 

February  1, 2010 

 

April 9, 2010 

Publication 

 

September 25, 2009 

 

November 27, 2009 

 

February 8, 2010 

 

April 16, 2010 

2008/09 Newsletter Deadlines 

2009 Events Calendar  

 

Apr 19  SYO Spring Concert (see p 3)  Saskatoon  

Apr 25 &26 Fiddle Workshop (see p 4 & 6)  Moose Jaw 

May 3  MJYSO Year End Concert (see p.4) Moose Jaw  

May 24  Saskatoon Philharmonic Spring Concert  Saskatoon 

June 6  Harp Ensemble Concert (see p.4) Regina  

July 6-17 Summer Strings Camp   Regina 

July 5-10 Suzuki Summer Strings Experience 

  (see p. 6)    Saskatoon  

July 13-18 SOA Chamber Orchestra Workshop  

  (see p. 7)    Saskatoon 

Aug 3-8 Honey Bee Music & Dance Camp (p 7) Tisdale 

Aug 17-21 Grampaôs Fiddle Farm (see p 8)  Regina 

Aug 30  SOA Board meeting   Regina  

Nov 5-7 SK Music Conference (see p 3)  Regina 

 

 

Why am I receiving this newsletter? 

You are receiving this newsletter because you or someone in your 

family has been a member of an orchestral group under the umbrella 

of the Saskatchewan Orchestral Association in the past year. 

.If you wish to be removed from our list, please contact Kathryn  by 

phone at 306.544.2230 or email at saskorchestras@yourlink.ca  

Professional Development/Teacher  
Training Grants available:  

 

Would you like to further your professional devel-
opment in teaching a string instrument?  
 
The SOA provides grants up to $1500 for qualified individuals. 

 
Applications are available at www.saskorchestras.com under the 

Grants section, or contact the SOA administrator by phone 
306.544.2230 or  e-mail saskorchestras@yourlink.ca 

 

mailto:saskorchestras@yourlink.ca
http://www.saskorchestras.com
mailto:saskorchestras@yourlink.ca
http://www.saskorchestras.com
mailto:saskorchestras@yourlink.ca

