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In June, Kathryn Peters, Wayne Toews and I  presented the SOA's  three 
year funding request to the Jury of the Saskatchewan Arts Board in 
Regina.  With the assistance of several Board members, especially Anne 
Allen with her power point graphics, we had prepared a multimedia report to 
show our extensive network of member programs throughout the province 
for the support of a variety of orchestral music activities.  We have received 
the results of that application, and for now at least, we have three years of 
continued funding at the same level as currently.  In some ways this is 
successful, but in other ways it is not so positive.  We are still on notice 
from  SaskCulture regarding our eligibility to receive any funds at all, and 
until that is resolved, we cannot be assured of receiving funding.  The 
eligibility review has been underway for several years now and is still not 
resolved.  As well, the amount awarded (status quo) does not come close to 
the amount we applied for in order to grow and expand our programs, let 
alone meet inflationary and cost pressures of our members.  
 
Regarding the eligibility review, the current status is that SaskCulture will 
fund a professional consultant to review the SOA and other music programs 
and make a recommendation for changes in structure.  Mr. Pat Rediger, our 
own consultant (hired by the 5 music pcos (provincial cultural 
organizations)), has been assisting SaskCulture in the identification, 
interviewing, and selection of the next consultant, so we expect the next 
step in the process, the study and examination by the SaskCulture 
consultant, to begin this fall and result in a recommendation to SaskCulture 
next spring.  We anticipate that this will ultimately result in a decision on the 
future structure, and even existence, of the SOA.  The Music Alliance 
concept we had developed with our own consultant appears  to have been 
found insufficient to resolve the eligibility issues we face, so we expect more 
changes ahead.  Some hints regarding these possible changes are found in 
the official Jury results, namely, that the SOA, while it supports excellent, 
high quality programs, and is extremely efficient in utilizing the few dollars it 
gets,  is "spread too thin", "needs to think about and develop a strategy to 
build more capacity---think about fundraising", and "needs to question what 
we are doing and look for ideas to be more responsive".  Our current 
structure with one part-time administrator, and a small group of busy 
volunteers, we believe, is seen as a barrier to future development.  We 
continue to encourage member groups to prepare for structural and funding 
changes as we go forward into the next year.   
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Congratulations to SOA Award Winners  

in the Saskatchewan Music Festival 2009!  
 

Festival Location  Award Winners     Award Levels  

 
Battlefords  Ben Kmiech     Elementary 
   Veronica Kmiech    Junior 
   Zaide Masich     Intermediate 
   Andrew Mahmood    Senior  
 
Humboldt   Peter Tahn     Intermediate 
    
Melfort   Anna Edwards     Beginner 
   Angela Hoffman    Elementary 
   Harley Edin     Junior 
   Silken Handford-Perronnet   Intermediate 
   Orysia Stephaniuk    Senior 
 
Moose Jaw  Braydon Hager    Beginner 
   Alanna Karn     Elementary 
   Emily Karn     Junior 
   Sasha Valgardsson    Intermediate 
   Isabella Grajczyk    Senior 
 
Naicam  Nicole Stephaniuk    Beginner 
   Kathryn Stephaniuk    Elementary 
   Silken Handford-Perronnet   Junior 
   Brina Rempel     Intermediate 
   Orysia Stephaniuk    Senior 
 
Nipawin  Harley Edin     Beginner 
   Antoine Garez     Elementary 
   Francois Garez    Junior 
   Silken Handford-Perronnet   Intermediate 
   Jordan Clarke     Senior 
 
Prince Albert  Yamikani Asefa    Beginner 
   Kolten Painchaud    Elementary 
 
Swift Current  Rebecca Treen    Beginner 
   Alishia Beach     Elementary 
   Esther Derksen    Junior 
   Austin Castle     Intermediate 

 
  
 
Thank you to the local festival committees who administer the awards!  
 
Awards at the beginner and elementary levels are $25 cheques; junior, intermediate and senior level awards 
are $150 vouchers to attend SOA sponsored string workshops/camps.  
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Saskatchewan Music Conference November 5th ñ7th  

 
The annual Saskatchewan Music Conference takes place this year from November 5th to 7th in Regina. More 
than 250 delegates will converge on the city for three days of education, innovation, training and networking.  
 

 

2009 is the first year in which the Saskatchewan Music Festival Association and the Saskatchewan Orches-
tral Association are joining the Saskatchewan Band Association, the Saskatchewan Choral Federation and 
the Saskatchewan Music Educators Association in hosting this conference. The collaboration of these five 
music Provincial Cultural Organizations is the result of a desire to better serve the musical community in the 
province of Saskatchewan.  
 
The conference offers educational workshops, motivational speakers and networking opportunities to music 
educators and leaders. Conference participants are welcome to take part in workshops of their choice. Satur-
day also features an inspirational key note speaker and the Honour Orchestra, Honour Choir and Honour 
Band concert.  
 

Three  workshops sponsored by the SOA are as follows:  
 
Fri. 1:30-2:30 p.m.  Ed Minevich  That Swinging String Section 
Sat. 9:00-10:00 a.m. Dean Bernier  Teaching String Orchestras in SK Classrooms 
Sat. 1:30-2:30 p.m.  Wayne Toews  Empower conducting gestures with precision and artistry  
 

See the following page for more workshops or check out the conference website at http://www.saskband.org/
smc.html for details regarding workshops, speakers and registration. 
 
 
Silent Auction Items Needed!  
 
Part of the Conference includes a Silent Auction which is a major fundraiser sup-
porting endowments and scholarships for the partner organizations.  The 
auction helps support talented musical students and directors in their quest for 
education and training.  We are, therefore, appealing to the communityôs 
generosity and asking for the donation of items, services or gift certificates 
for the silent auction.  Donations made by October 23rd  will be acknowl-
edged in the Conference Banquet Program. 
 
Please contact the SOA office if you have an item or two to donate.  Donations 
could be a varietyð items of art, crafts, services of any kind,  etcé.. Anything you might like to donate with a 
value of about $20-$30.       

http://www.saskband.org/smc.html
http://www.saskband.org/smc.html
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The 2009 International Saito Conducting Workshop was held July 20 to 26th in Convocation Hall on the campus of the 

University of Saskatchewan.  The U of S Department of Music provided the facility and the SOA was a non-funding 

sponsor.    

 

The instructional team consisted of Wayne Toews, Bonnie 

Nicholson, Dianne Gryba and George Charpentier.  Mr. 

Toews studied the Saito method in Japan and edited the 

English edition of the Saito Conducting Method textbook.  

Participants came from England, Italy, Toronto, Vancou-

ver, Edmonton, Nashville, Boston, Spokane WA, and 

Tisdale SK.  The group included composers, a jazz musi-

cian, university professors, community band directors, a 

military band director, professional conductors, a conserva-

tory instructor and school teachers.    

 

Participants learned ways to make their conducting more 

precise and expressive through works prescribed by Prof. 

Saito and supplementary material some of which was com-

posed by Wayne Toews. The workshop ended with a re-

cital.  One student wrote, "You have changed my life this 

week.  I admire your teaching, your humanity and your 

skill."  

 

Information about future workshops is posted at conductorschool.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos by G. Charpentier  

 

Conductorschool 

WAYNE TOEWS  

1610 Morgan Ave.  Å  Saskatoon, SK., Canada  Å  S7H 2S1    
Tel:  306.373.6408   Å   E-mail  info@conductorschool.com 

http://conductorschool.com/

