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Welcome to the November/December 2008 Edition of the SOA Newsletter

At our November meeting Board meeting, we reviewed all the applications
for next year's funding and made decisions on the level of support available
for each program. This year, funding requests were somewhat reduced
from historical levels. Nevertheless, we made a Board decision to use
some reserve funds to increase the base funding levels for Annual
Operating Grants, and to slightly decrease amounts requested for projects.
Your Directors continue to examine the selection criteria to make sure that
all our decisions are fair and equitable, and in this process, we have
decided to place greater emphasis on Operating grants over Project
grants. Many of our groups report that there is growing pressure at the
local level for more funds for instructors, for rental of facilities, and for
purchasing almost anything. We believe that to support strong educational
string programs, we need to support basic operation of the groups. We
also want to support teacher training initiatives because our member
groups indicate one of the greatest needs if for more teachers. Our
Operating grant formula is based on membership numbers so the grant
received by an organization is calculated directly from the number of
registered SOA members from that group. Groups receive back in grants
approximately 4 times the amount of member fees submitted to the SOA,
the majority of the funds coming from Sask Lotteries.

The most pressing issue the Directors have been dealing with is the
Eligibility Review being conducted by Sask Culture. We must maintain our
status as an eligible organization in order to continue receiving funding from
Sask Lotteries. We have recently learned that our Eligibility will be
continued for at least another two years, and that the Sask Arts Board will
be working with us to find ways to increase the support of strings programs
throughout the Province. The new concept of a Saskatchewan Music
Alliance will also be funded, and we will participate with other cultural
organizations to help promote Arts and Culture activities, especially
music, in Saskatchewan. We will publish more details as the
Alliance grows and as our SOA future plans are developed. As always,
new members for our Board are always welcome. Please contact any
Board member, or our Administrator Kathryn Peters, if you are interested in
growing string programs in the Province.

Thank you for your continuing membership and support.
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Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra
Submitted by L. Paice

MOOSE JAW YOUTH STRING ORCHESTRA is in full swing.

Our musicians will be sharing the Christmas spirit with various community performances, and invite
everyone to attend our Christmas Concert on Dec. 7 - 7:00 p.m. at the Moose Jaw Art Museum
Auditorium . This event is open to the public at no charge (silver collection will be taken).

Watch for upcoming details on our annual FIDDLE WORKSHOP - April 25+ 26 2009. Founder
Dean Bernier is returning as a clinician, and we look forward to another fun weekend of fiddling for
all ages and abilities!

To request a registration package, please call Lynne @ 693-9344, or e-mail us via our website
(www.mjyso.com). Details and printable registration forms will be available on the website.

Saturday, December 13

An SSO Christmas

Plan now to join the SASKATOON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA with guests the UNIVERSITY CHO-
RUS and THE SASKATOON CHI LDREN6S CHOI R as tog
Church with the sounds of Christmas. A most memorable Christmas tradition, the concert

features traditional Christmas repertoire as well as carol singing with audience participation.

Tickets to this wonderful evening of song are available at McNally Robinson Booksellers, Dar-
rends Music Place, on |ine at www. picatic.con
665-6414.

www.saskatoonsymphony.org

Wednesday, December 3, 2008
Centennial Gala: Regina Symphony Orchestra

Chances are you werendét around on December 3,
chestrads inaugural concert. But you can be a
mar k t he or chest r a@ishuidéed tedrs ththerdayh d @aypecember 3, 2008,
the RSO will present its Centennial Gala, an elegant black tie cocktail party.

Stage at the Conexus Arts Centre

WWWw.reginasymphony.com

et

rou


http://www.mjyso.com
http://www.reginasymphony.com
http://www.saskatoonsymphony.org
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www.mandelin.ca

Regina Mandolin Orchestra

Celebrates 20 Years !

On December 1%, 2008 the Regina Mandolin
Orchestra’s first CD of Christmas music goes on
public sale. “Owur Gift fo You™ 15 a labor of love
from this group of 40 + musicians to 1ts families,
friends and many supporters.

This acoustic recording was produced in the winter

of 2007 It was a full day of infense activity for our

members . . and not without its ups and downs!

Our oniginal recording venue presented a challenge.

The problem was the presence of persistent

background noise. After a few frantic phone calls,

N;""" AR W 3 decision was made to change venues. Musicians
- . and recording crew alike packed up without

Date of Release: December 1, 2008 complaint, drove down the street and quickly set up

Cost : $20.00 again in a new venue. Problem solved!

One of our members came prepared with the
perfect treat to help us through this transition—a
big bag of home-made chocolate puffed wheat
cake—which evervone appreciated!

In Concert .. .. the Regina Mandolin Orchestra !

December 13th, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.
at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum,

the corner of Albert 5t. & College A -
on the corner o ollege Avenue Christmas

Tickets:  $8 fAdult and $6 Senior/Student Comcert

Join us for an evenmng of seasonal music, mterspersed
with favorites from our regular repertoire.

For concert tickets, CD purchase or additional information, contact
Ken McCaw at k. mccaw(@sasktel.net
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Regina Mandolin Orchestra
20thAnniversary Event

Sunday, March-29th; 2009 @ 2.00 p.wu
at the Riddell Centre
onwthe U. of R. Campuy:

Expenence the sound of one of North America’s largest

mandolin orchestras.,
the Regina Mandolin [ENTEREEREEIy UGl iy tdilsiy
‘classical’ mandohlin at 1ts finest!

Orchestra, on stage

 ith special guests, ECMQ 1s known across North

The Emerald City T
Mandoli - Amenca for its distinctive trem-
3 in Quartet olo approach to mandolin tech-

from nique and mterpretation.
Seattle, WA, TUS A

“Beaver Tail Deluxe”
Hand-crafted Sawchyn Anniversary Mandolin

- Saskatchewan luthier Peter Sawchyn (www.sawchyn.com) has crafied this
one-of-a kind insirument with superb care & attention, featuring:

special issue custom inlay & engraved tailpiece
flamed maple back & sides, spruce top, mahogany neck, ebony fingerboard
mother of pearl position markers and nut
gold hardware
Raffle tickets $5.00 available December 2008. Draw date March 29, 2009

Contact Ken McCaw at k.mccaw(a sasktel.net for ticket information.

Classical
bandolin
Socisty
of
America

- -"L"-I--..|_

CITY OF REGIHA




SOA November 2008 Newsletter 5

Saskatoon Youth Orchestra
Submitted by W.]

The Saskatoon Youth Orchestra under the direction of Wayne Toews and George Charpentier opened its
Golden Anniversary season with a concert on September 28 at Rosthern Junior College. An outstanding per-
formance by the Saskatoon Strings under director Bernadette Wilson before the National Arts Centre Orches-
tra concert on November 9 earned the ensemble much deserved praise. Thirty members of the Saskatoon
Youth Orchestra participated with the Honour Band and Honour Orchestra in the Honour Groups concert on
November 8th. The Saskatoon Strings and the Saskatoon Youth Orchestra will perform on December 6™ at
Credit Union Centre and on December 14 in the Robert Hinitt Castle Theatre beginning at 2:30 p.m. both days.
The orchestra will join a massed choir and members of the PA Strings to perform in the E.A. Rawlinson Cen-
tre on January 31, 2009. The annual Gala has been moved to March 28, 2009.

The 50th anniversary reunion will be held December 28. Alumni are invited to visit http://syo.ca for details or
to write syo@sasktel.net or call (306) 955-6336.

The SYO has welcomed twenty-two new players this season. They have progressed rapidly because of weekly
sectionals instructed by Darcey Anton, Richard Belford, George Charpentier, Kim de Laforest, Arlene
Shiplett, Wayne Toews and Bernadette Wilson. Brynn Krysa and Marlee Olson were elected by the orchestra
as representatives to the parent executive chaired by Dave Balderstone.

The SYO invites young musicians who play orchestral instruments to join them for a free lesson with a sec-
tional instructor, and the opportunity to play in the orchestra on the afternoon of January 24, 2009, from 1:00
to 4:00 p.m. at Aden Bowman Collegiate. Players of flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, French horn, trumpet,
trombone, tuba, percussion, violin, viola, cello, double bass, and harp are invited to call 955-6336 or to write
syo@sasktel.net to make a reservation.

Saskatchewan Honour Orchestra 2008
Submitted by W.Toews, Co-ordinator

The Saskatchewan Honour Orchestra rehearsed and performed in Saskatoon November 6 to 8, 2008 under
guest conductor Michael Gilbert from New York, NY. Mr. Gilbert was a long time member of the New York
Philharmonic. His son is the music director designate of the New York Philharmonic and his wife is a mem-
ber of the first violin section of the orchestra. Thirty-four young musicians representing eight Saskatchewan
communities participated. The orchestra members worked hard, progressed well and were rewarded with deli-
cious lunches and snacks provided by the Bethel United Church women. The SOA Honour Orchestra per-
formed in the Honour Groups concert on November 8th at Circle Drive Alliance Church. CDs of the concert
will be available later next month.

Michael Gilbert, Oxana Ossiptchouk, James Legge, Terence Sturge and Richard Belford gave sectional in-

struction on Friday November 7th to prepare the program that consisted of the first movement of "Diversions
for String Orchestra™ by Douglas Lilburn, the Intermezzo from the "Little Suite for Strings™ by Carl Nielsen,
Georg Philip Telemann's Overture to the "Don Quixote Suite" and "Rumanian Folk Dances" by Bela Bartok.

String players who would like to participate in the 2009 Honour orchestra should watch the
www.saskorchestras.com website for audition details.

oews



mailto:syo@sasktel.net

Saskatoon Suzuki Summer String Experience 2008
Submitted by J. Payzant

The theme of 2008 Summer String Experience was " Goin' for the Gold". to celebrate the
2008 Summer Olympics. The SSE took place from July 6 to July 11, 2008 was held at the
University of Saskatchewan. There were 69 participants for this year's SSE.

Our guest clinician was Andrea Hudson from Calgary, who was also here in 2007. There
were beginners classes, half day, full day and Sinfonia participants this year. There were 10
teachers involved this year including Sheryl Salen who taught movement classes and David
Bindle on percussion.

The SSE began with an orientation and registration on Sunday July 6 afternoon. In addition
to introductions, there were beginner classes, play-ins and 3 orchestra sessions.

From Monday to Thursday, the students filled their days in the morning with

group classes, small classes, movement or dance classes ending the morning with
an Olympic craft or sport. Crafts all had Olympic themes: Medals ,bags,

shrinkits, torches. Sports were also held as an elective.

The afternoon classes included sectionals and orchestra. There were 3 levels of

orchestra. New this year was a beginner/reading orchestra. The idea of this or-

chestra was learn about theory and then apply the theory to reading. By the end

of the week, the beginner orchestra, also known as the Bronze Orchestra were

able to perform 2 pieces. This class was team taught by Lillian Jen - Payzant and
Jim Legge. The Bronze orchestra was conducted by Lillian Jen - Payzant. The

other 2 orchestras, Gold and Silver were conducted by the guest clinician, An-

drea Hudson.

On Monday there was a pizza evening and Auction.

Lunch time activities included games led by the teen assistants. On Wednesday , there was
a scavenger hunt.

Thursday lunchtime, the staff performed several pieces including a medley of selections from
the rock group "Queen" and "Suzukiyaki®.

The final concerts were held at Convocation Hall. At 5:30 there was the chamber concert. 3
quartets played selections from Mozart, Rameau, and some jazz pieces.

The final concert started with a beginner demonstration to showed off the beginners' new skill of the
bow holds. In the spirit of the Olympics, a special rendition of "Up like torch light" was recited by all
of the beginner violin and cello students with special Olympic torch lights. Next on the programme,
Suzuki repertoire was performed. The orchestras performed next, beginning with the new reading/
beginner orchestra. The Bronze orchestra performed 2 pieces: Bow Regard's Parade by Capenegro
and We will Rock originally by Queen and was arranged for string orchestra by Jim Legge. The Sil-
ver Orchestra performed 2 pieces as well which were Lehar's Gold and Silver Waltz and John Wil-
liam's Olympic Spirit. The orchestra part of the concert ended with the Gold orchestra performing
Jensen's Palladio and The Chariots of Fire by Vangelis.




SOA November 2008 Newsletter 7

The finale included a parade of the participants accompanied by the Gold Orchestra performing
Hornpipe from Handel's Water music. The finale 2 pieces played were John William's Bugler's
dream arranged by Jim Legge and John Payzant wrote a piece specifically for the SSE called |
Goin' for the Gold". The beginners performed an Olympic dance with pinwheels to the finale mu-
sic.

6 Teen assistants were hired for this year SSE.

Richard Carnegie was hired to help out with the finale concert. With David Bindle on drums, the
finale was da'rockin’ place to be". We had definitelyGone for the Gold".

Welcome to
The Regina Mandolin
Orchestra

Ofﬁ REGNA

Arniversar MANDOLIN
ST ORCHESTRA
11 2003 »
= A special celebration concert weekend March 27-29, 2009

featuring the Emerald City Mandolin Quartet from Seattle, WA
RO Information: Susan Molaughlin [mclaughlinge@shaw.ca)

Raffle for a one-of-a-kind, "Beavertail Delupce™
hand crafied Peter Sawchyn 20dh Anniversary Mandolin

The RMO is a 40-member orchestra with a 25 -member
teaching program based im Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada

Professional Development/Teacher Training Grants available:

Would you like to further your professional development in teaching a string in-
strument?

The SOA provides grants up to $1500 for qualified individuals i applications are available at
saskorchestras.com/index.php

For more info, check the SOA website at www.saskorchestras.com under the Grants section, or con-
tact the SOA administrator by phone 306.544.2230 ore-mail soal@sasktel.net



http://www.saskorchestras.com/index.php
http://www.saskorchestras.com
mailto:soa1@sasktel.net
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Contact Info

Saskatchewan Orchestral Association

Kathryn Peters
Administrator
Box 87
Hanley, SK S0G 2EO0

Ph: 306-544-2230
Fax: 306-544-2718

soal@sasktel.net

www.saskorchestras.com

Newsletter Info

Next newsletter:
Deadline: February 2, 2009
Publication: February 9, 2009

2008/09 Newsletter Deadlines

Deadline Publication

February 2, 2009 February 9, 2009
April 10, 2009 April 17, 2009
September 18, 2009 September 25, 2009

November 20,2009  November 27, 2009

Events Calendar
2008
Dec 1 Release of RMO Xmas CD (see p.3)  Regina
Dec 3 RSO Centennial Gala (see p.2) Regina
Dec 6 SYO Concert-Credit Union Centre(p.5) Saskatoon
Dec 7 MJYSO Christmas Concert (see p.2)  Moose Jaw
Dec 13 RMO Christmas Concert (see p.3) Regina
Dec 13 SSO Christmas Concert (see p.2) Saskatoon
Dec 14 SYO Concert - Castle Theatre (see p.5) Saskatoon
Dec 27-28 SYO Reunion (see p.5) Saskatoon
2009
Jan 10 Meeting of SK Music Alliance TBA
Jan 18 SOA Board Meeting Teleconference
Jan 24 Free lessonsvith SYO (see p.5) Saskatoon
Jan 31 SYO concert with PA choir & instrumentalists
(see p.5) Prince Albert

Mar 14 SYO concert with SSO (see p.5)  Saskatoon
Mar 28 SYO Annual Gala (see p.5) Saskatoon
Mar 27-29 RMO 20th Anniversary celebrations (p.3,4,7)

Regina
Mar 29 RMO year end concert (see p 6) Regina
Apr25 &26  Fiddle Workshop Moose Jaw
Apr 26 SYO Spring Concert (see p.5) Saskatoon
Correction. Tamar a Hrycakds name wa

September SOA Newsletter Table of Contents. Our apologies!

Why am | receiving this newsletter?

You are receiving this newsletter because you or someone in your
family has been a member of an orchestral group under the umbrella
of the Saskatchewan Orchestral Association in the past year.

If you wish to be removed from our list, please contact Kathryn at
544-2230 (Hanley) or email to soal@sasktel.net ( t hi s i s
not soanell 0) .

SOA Board of Directors

President Hugh Wood
VicPPedidbn dyvdnrie ReBaht ' €

Secretary Birgitta Heidt

Treasurer Ray Pacholek

Director Anne Allen

Director Ellen Handford

Director Pat Ohnander

Director Wayne Toews
soa fioneo

ct
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