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As | sat down to write my contribution to the SOA newsletter, a cou
of old fAisawso came to mind. Th
miles begins with the first st
AMay you | ive in interesting t

for advice to individuals, apply just as much to organizations. Both {
an appropriate theme for exploration in 2007 given the events takin
place today.

The Journey

The SOA began its journey back in 1985 with the stated aim to orga
foster, and promote the development and maintenance of orchestrg
sic in Saskatchewan in accordance with the resources available to
The SOA is an organization of volunteers, individuals with varying 4
grounds who happen to think that the SOA has a worthwhile contril
to make to our oigoing provincial cultural development. Like all arts
organi zations the SOAOGs Board,
members are always in a state of flux, full of ideas, programs, initiaf
and goals with volunteers join
been an interesting journey along the way, and some of our SOA B
members have been with us from the start. Others, like myself have
joined the Boardbs journey alo
make a contribution and to sustain the efforts and achievements of
who came before.

The chief resources available to the SOA are its revenues and its n
bers. Our revenues come from two sources, an operating grant fror

provincial lottery trust and our membership fees. And as important as

these revenues are, i1tbés the i
bers that wunderlie whatever ac
up to now. Much like all travelers do, the SOA Board stopped for a
to see how far the SOA had come and review its member accompli
ments and its current direction. It reviewed the effectiveness of its n
date and what the greater result of its activities should be and deve
broad provincial vision statement. Given its vision for the future, the
Board then went on organize a membaven workshop to identify the
respective needs and priorities of its member groups. The worksho
tified sixteen broad based needs and these were then consolidated
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four major priorities for action:
1 Strengthen our affiliations and communications,
1 Reexamine revenue development and allocation methods and reports,
1 Prioritize SOA service requirements, and
1 Develop our membership numbers.

And so wedbve begun.

Regina Mandolin Orchestra School Program

This program was designed to help adults with no musical expetearoeto play and instrumenthe man-
dolin. The mandolin is a small, sturdy instrument making it easy to carry ardiucah bepracticed quietly
which makes it ideal for a beginning student.

The program has four levels:
Level 1 is for the absolute beginnéar people with no previous musical experience.
Level 2 is for thebeginner who can read music but has never played the mandolin.
Level 3 is for those who can read music and have some experiendhevitistrument.
Level 4 is for those who want to improve anthintain sight reading skills and proficiency on the
instrument

Students work in groups with an instructor working through fo
books. Students move from group to group as their proficienc:
increases.Some are asked to join the Mandolin Orcheslifany
goon to try other related instruments such as Mandola, Mand
cello, Octave Mandolin, Guitar or violin.

The students this year range in age from teen to octogenariar g #%
Proving once again that you CAN teach an old dog new tricks @&
Information is available on our web site
http://mccak.sasktelwebsite.net/RMO1

Regina Mandolin Orchestra Annual Concert
April 22, 2007

The RMO directed by Yvonne Redant, features a wide ranggeohational music to take you on a shor

musical tour.

The concert takes pla&unday, April 22nd at 2:00 pm, 8humiatcher Theatre, MacKenzie Art GalleRyC.
Douglas Building.

Ticket are available at the doAdults $8Seniors and Students $6 or from any orchestra member.

—+
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Honey Bee Music & Dance Camp

Start planning for Summer 2007 musical opportunities. There are many great music workshops and c
happening in Saskatchewan in the summer.

Honey Bee Music and Dance Cams held in Tisdale in rural NorthEast Saskatchewan
August 6- 11, 2007 The majority of classes, rehearsals and private lessons will be held at the Tisdale
ance Church with concerts at the Maurice Taylor Theatre.

amps

Alli-

String students have daily private lessons, master classes, ensemble and orchestra rehearsal with enthusias

instructors that come from across the province. Fiddling has also been a part of the camp since 2001

The camp has two levels of orchesteabeginner orchestra for those that have just started reading musi
are in the early Suzuki levels or early grades of music study, and an intermediate orchestra for those

c and
workin

at approximately Grade-48 examination levels or Suzuki books 3 and above. There is also a daily group clas:

for those students that are just beginning Suzuki string study and are not yet reading music.

All string students will have the opportunity to perform a solo at a recital and perform with their ensembles

and orchestra at a concert during the camp week. Students, parents and members of the Tisdale and
munity always enjoy performances by instructors at the many concerts held as part of the camp.

Students at the camp may also participate in other music or dance classes that will complement their

areacC

string

study. The majority of students at the camp are children and teens. Since everyone has a busy schedule witl
their private lessons, rehearsals and master classes the camp plans some relaxing activities for everyone in-
cluding a Teen pizza night, family swim night and the auditorium is available for basketball and floor hockey.
There is a special programme for preschoolers and for adults. In addition to private lessons and orchestra

adults can participate in an adult ensemble.

Accommodation possibilities include Tisdale Hotels and Motels, camping, or billeting with a Tisdale family.

2007 marks the fifth anniversary of the camp.

For more information call Rebecca at 88316 or Alicia at 873735 or
emailtdstrings@sasktel.ner visit www.vopnimusic.com

Prince Albert Strings Orchestra Spring Concert
May 6, 2007

Prince Albert Strings Orchestra will hold their annual Spring Concert,
Sunday May 6th at the Exhibition Center.

Special guests "Steppin' Out".
Tickets available at the door.



mailto:tdstrings@sasktel.net
http://www.vopnimusic.com
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SOA members with Violins in Honduras

In July of 2006 Rebecca Hankiveopni and student, Alyza Mayerle, of Tisdale and District Strings had the

opportunity to work with AIM in Honduras. And of course they brought violins along. The July AIM tegm

consisted of 5 Canadians, 2 Americans and 20
Hondurans. Besides helping with medical clinic

Alyza and Rebecca and other team members hfd

lots of time for music. This was the second trip

with AIM for both Alyza and Rebecca. AIM works

in small, remote villages in Honduras. Not only qre

medical clinics brought to the very poorest of thg

poor in Honduras but also the team works to bujld
houses, dig wells and provide safe drinking watgr

in these areas.

Rebecca has had the opportunity to share musif
an SOS Orphanage and enjoyed the opportunit

at
to

share in the singing and worship time with the bpys

at a Street Kids orphanage in La Ceiba.

Rebecca and Alyza had the opportunity to play for
the people in the villages, to teach the basics to Honduran teams members and others that were intefested,

participate in worship services and jam with Hondurans singing or with guitar. One of the
highlights was meeting a man at a clinic who played guitar

but also knew some fiddle tunes and borrowed Rebecca's

fiddle and played for hours. Running into someone who

plays fiddle in Honduras is a very neat thing. Violins and

fiddling are not common in Honduras.

Honduras is a Central American country whose mu-

sical culture is a mixture of indigenous, Europear
and African elements. Traditional instruments in Ir
country include the marimba and conch shell, wh

is now sometimes used alongside a guitar.

e
ch

The Honduran people are very friendly and very appreciative of the assistance that they have receivgd from
AIM. AIM works with Honduran people so that we can together go to the most needy in their country.|For

more information on AIM please visitww.adventureinmissions.confcontinued on p.7)



http://www.adventureinmissions.com

