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SOA acknowledges 

  

 Welcome to the April/May 2010 issue of the SOA Newsletter.  We 
continue to keep our members up to date on recent music events and 
especially on developments in the ongoing saga of our Sask Culture 
funding review.   
   
At our March Annual General Meeting, at which about a dozen 
members in addition to the Board Members attended and participated 
vigorously, we had a good discussion of our restructuring 
options.  Three new members were elected to represent member 
groups on the Board, Chris Harrington, Curtis Scheschuk, and Magda 
Szajcz.  Welcome to the new members, and the incumbents, all of 
whom were re-elected. 
   
As recommended by our music PCO consultant, we passed a 
resolution which says: ñthat the SOA proceed with other members of 
the Saskatchewan Music Alliance to research the creation of a music 
federation.ò  This means that ultimately the 5 PCOs may create a 
federation that would interface with SaskCulture as a single unit.  The 
individual music groups, such as the SOA, might be able to maintain 
its identity and its community within the larger sphere.  Much work 
continues to be done on this issue.  As a result of the ongoing 
changes and negotiations, the current executive group of the SOA 
was asked to continue without change for the next year.  We have 
agreed to do so and will continue to represent you to the best of our 
ability.  Your feedback is always welcome. 
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Presidentôs Message  April 2010 -  Hugh Wood 

Check out the upcoming string workshops . . .  

  
 Saskatoon Suzuki Summer String Experience 

 SOA Chamber Orchestra Workshop 

 Regina Summer Strings Workshop 

 Tisdale Workshops 

 SOA Conducting Workshop 

 

Information in the following pages. . .  
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Congratulations  
to  SOA Award Winners  

in the 2010 Saskatchewan Music Festival!  
 
Battlefords   Victoria Mahmood     Beginner  
   Victoria Mahmood     Elementary  
   Zaide Masich     Intermediate  
 
Humboldt   Faith Schuler     Beginner  
   Avery Dillabough     Junior  
    
Naicam   Olivia Stephaniuk     Beginner  
   Nicole Stephaniuk     Elementary  
   Katelyn Gaetz     Junior  
   Silken Handford -Perronet    Intermediate  
   Elyse Alsbach     Senior  
 
Results from other festival locations are not yet available but will be listed in the September Newsletter.   
 
The SOA was pleased to offer awards to string competitors in the Saskatchewan Music Festival in nine loca-
tions in 2010ð Battlefords, Humboldt, Melfort, Moose Jaw, Naicam, Nipawin, Prince Albert, Swift Current and 
Yorkton.  Thank you to the local festival committees who administer the awards!  
 
Awards at the beginner and elementary levels are $25 cheques; junior, intermediate and senior level awards 
are $150 vouchers to attend SOA sponsored string workshops/camps.  
 
SOA Sponsored workshops include the following for 2010: 
 
 - Saskatoon Suzuki Summer Strings Experience 
 - Tisdale Spring workshop or Tisdale Fall Workshop  
 - SOA Chamber Orchestra workshop (Saskatoon) 
 - Regina Summer Strings Workshop 
  
Information about the workshops is sent to award winners by mail but is also included  in this newsletter.  

Tisdale and District Strings Workshops  

Date:     Spring Workshop: May 7 - 9    Fall workshop: TBA  

Location:    Tisdale  

Contact Person:   Rebecca Hankins - Vopni  

Contact information:  Box 1282, Tisdale, SK SOE 1TO  

 Phone: 306.873.5216   

 Fax: 306.873.4701  

 tdstrings@sasktel.net   

mailto:tdstrings@sasktel.net
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Saskatoon Suzuki  

Summer String Experience 2010: Great Explorations!  

  

Spend a week making great music, having lots of fun and meeting new friends!  After all, summer and music go great 

together!  With programs for both beginners and developing students, the Summer String Experience offers eve-

ryone the opportunity to learn and refine skills on the violin, viola or cello, with others who are doing the same.  It's an 

excellent way to be introduced to the instrument for the first time, or for those who already play to find new inspira-

tion from our highly qualified faculty.  In addition to instrumental instruction, the SSE offers enrichment music 

classes, crafts, lunch hour concerts and a recreational social.  Everything wraps up with a final concert on Friday!  

  

Dates: July 4 -9 

Location: University of Saskatchewan Education Building  

The staff include the teachers in the Saskatoon Suzuki String Program.  In addition, Lynda Busch is returning 

from Toronto to conduct the orchestras and lead violin groups.  Sheryl Salen is returning to do music and move-

ment, and David Bindle will be doing percussion workshops again. 

  

Early Bird Deadline:  June 1 st
 

  

For further information, contact Lillian or John at 306-373-9130 (Saskatoon)  

 Or email summerstring@gmail.com 

 Or go to our website, www.saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca  

  

Bring your intrepid young explorers for a week of adventure at the Summer String Experience! 

summerstring@gmail.com
http://www.saskatoonsuzukistrings.ca
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SSYO Update  

Submitted by N. Salway  

 

On March 13, the South Saskatchewan Youth Orchestra presented its annual Spring Fete concert.  The concert 

opened with the Les Toreadors march from Carmen by Bizet. For this piece, the SSYO was bolstered by the 

junior string players of the University of Regina Conservatory of the Performing Arts. Playing with the SSYO 

gives the younger players a taste of what it is like to play in a full orchestra. Many of them use this experience  

as incentive to join the SSYO in coming years. Next, the orchestra presented the overture to the opera The 

SOA Chamber Orchestra Workshop (Saskatoon) 
 

Dates:    July 12 �h16 
Location:   University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon SK 
Contact person:  Marie Sellar or Troy Linsley 
Contact information:  Phone: 306.343.9678 or 306.966.6177 

troylinsley@sasktel.net 

marieandtroy@sasktel.net 

www.saskorchestras.com   

Regina Summer Strings Workshop 
 
Dates:    July 12-16 
Location:   Regina 
Contact people:  Sandra Cosbey or Jonathan Ward 
Contact information:  Sandra Cosbey cosbeys@sasktel.net 

    (306) 757-6444 
    or  

    Jonathan Ward drawnoj@yahoo.ca  

Rudy Sternadel conducts the combined SSYO and junior string program orchestra. (photo by Nigel Salway) 


