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 Welcome to the Spring issue of the Saskatchewan Orchestral 
Association Newsletter.  Following our Annual General Meeting on March 
16 in Regina ( many thanks to Martin Collegiate and Yvonne Redant for 
hosting our meeting in the Music Room ), we again have a complete 
executive for the SOA.  I (Hugh Wood)  have moved from Vice President to 
President, Yvonne Redant has been elected Vice President, and Birgitta 
Heidt and Ray Pacholek continue as Secretary and Treasurer 
respectively.  Doug Thorpe is the Past President.  As always, we will 
continue to serve the SOA to the best of our ability and will try to make the 
SOA an even more successful organization as we work within our 
Mandate  "to organize, foster, and promote the development and 
advancement of orchestral and string music activities in Saskatchewan".   
    
 Our immediate goals are to seek out and channel funds to our 
member organizations, and to our internal sponsored programs such as the 
Honour Orchestras, and a variety of Workshops through the year.  We are 
also striving to increase the geographical distribution of our support by 
identifying individuals and groups in communities around the province who 
could benefit from teacher training, or support for the development of a new 
string or orchestral group.  Our support for high calibre performers identified 
in music festivals around the province has proven very popular, and we 
have requests from more communities for this support.  Selected 
candidates are given cash prizes or vouchers to attend SOA sponsored 
workshops that will help them learn and enjoy playing strings. 
     
 Our music community faces many challenges, not the least of these 
being the cancellation of a number of popular classical music programs by 
CBC Radio2, and the termination by the CBC of the one and only remaining 
radio orchestra, based in Vancouver.  These are sad and backward moves 
that reduce opportunities for string performers, and lower the profile of great 
music.  It is unfortunate that the CBC is caving in to popular commercial 
pressure to become more like the 100s of other radio stations already out 
there.  Another more local issue is the tough state of affairs within the 
Saskatoon Symphony Orchestra, with lawsuits competing 
with performance, and their poor financial situation.  But our music has 
suffered through Dark Ages before, and has risen to greater glory through 
Renaissance. 
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SOA Award Winners  
in the Saskatchewan Music Festival 2008  

 

Congratulations to the SOA Award recipients in the 2008 Saskatchewan Music 

Festival!  
 
Humboldt   Avery Dillabough     Elementary  
   Avery Dillabough     Junior  
   Peter Than      Intermediate  
   Courtney Klein     Senior  
Moose Jaw   Sophia Grajczyk     Beginner  
   Katie Matys      Elementary  
   Dallyce Vetter     Junior  
   Braydon Hager     Intermediate  
   Rebecca Ann Coghlin    Senior  
  

Results from other festival locations are not yet available but will be listed in the September Newslet-
ter.   
 
The SOA was pleased to offer awards to string competitors in the Saskatchewan Music Festival in 
eight location in 2008ð Battlefords, Humboldt, Melfort, Moose Jaw, Naicam, Nipawin, Prince Albert, 
Swift Current.  Thank you to the local festival committees who administer the awards!  
 
Awards at the beginner and elementary levels are $25 cheques; junior, intermediate and senior level 
awards are $100 or $150 vouchers to attend SOA sponsored string workshops/camps.  
  

     
  
 One rather positive development is a recent message from Jeremy Morgan, Executive Director of the 
Saskatchewan Arts Board.  Reporting on progress in their negotiations with the new Provincial Government, 
he says,  " We are pleased that, in a recent letter to our Board Chair, Minister Tell acknowledged the 
important role the Arts Board plays in the governmentôs vision for Saskatchewan and asked that we work with 
the Ministry to develop a plan for the allocation of this funding that supports the growth of the arts and cultural 
sector in the province.  We are optimistic that these allocations will be entirely consistent with the goals and 
objectives outlined in the Arts Boardôs Strategic Plan and will lead to a stronger relationship between the 
provincial government and its Arts Agency.   We have already started this process in meetings with Ministry 
officials. "   This is indeed good news, and we look forward to continued support through the Arts Board 
channels, as we in turn support the activities of the Arts Board.  The Arts Board is celebrating its 60th 
anniversary this year and we can look forward to a number of positive messages, and events, to recognize 
the achievements and contributions of Saskatchewan artists, performers, and arts organizations.  

Interested in supporting music in Canada?   

Check out the website www.weallneedmusic.ca developed by  

Coalition for Music Education in Canada.  

http://www.weallneedmusic.ca
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Moose Jaw Youth String Orchestra  
-submitted by D. Holme  
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SOA Chamber Orchestra Workshop  
Submitted by N.DeJong   

 
Weôre gearing up for another great summer Chamber Orchestra Workshop and it ôs never too 
early to start thinking about registering. The workshop is open to all students of string, wind, 
brass, and percussion instruments who have at least 3 years experience playing.  
 
The program will offer the opportunity to rehearse and play in a full orchestra under the direc-
tion of Angela Schroeder (from U of Alberta ), and in small chamber groups under the direction 
of some of Saskatchewan ôs finest performers and teachers.   
 
Last summer, students enjoyed the chance to sign up for music classes that included conduct-
ing, arranging, theory, and ear training.  Similar classes will be offered again this year.  Keep 
posted for more details.  
 

The workshop is scheduled for:  June 30 th to July 5 th, 2008 (Mon.-Sat.) 
It will be held at:  St. Luke School in Saskatoon  

 
Times:  9:00-4:30 (mon -fri) 9:00 -1:30 (sat)  
Fees:   $25 registration + $180 tuition  
         $140 for each additional child in family; ( -$10 for SOA members)  
Classes:  full orchestra, chamber groups, sectionals, option classes (TBA), faculty/student  
  recitals  
 
For more information and details on registration contact Natalie DeJong at:  
(306) 665 -3145 or soaorchestraworkshop@yahoo.com  

Grampa's Fiddle Farm  
Submitted by G. Robertson, Regina 

 
A fun fiddle -camp designed to motivate young players with new music, crafts, 
and violin - related activities.   Each day  will include an educational component 

such as playing exotic folk fiddles, exploring different styles of music and 
rhythms.   The camp will end with a short concert presentation for parents.    

  

August 18 -  22, 2008  
Afternoons from 1 -5 

At Western Christian College -  Regina  
Ages 6 -10  

(with at least 2 years of instruction)  

Camp cost $100  
Limit of 20 children  

 
For more information, phone: 543 -2937 or 584 -8427  
or e -mail: grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com  

 
For an application and Information brochure,  
Send your Name and Postal Address to:  
grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com  

mailto:soachamberorchestraworkshop@yahoo.com
mailto:grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com
mailto:grampasfiddlefarm@gmail.com
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Honey Bee Music and Dance Camp 2008  
August 11 - 16, 2008 in Tisdale, Saskatchewan  

 

Soon it will be summer and the end of regular mu-

sic lessons for most students.  Summer time offers a 

wide range of exciting activities for children, teens 

and their parents. However it is still important to 

play your instrument, listen to music and learn new 

repertoire. For beginners, summer is the perfect 

time to get started.  Over 100 students from across 

the province attended the 2007 Honey Bee Music 

and Dance Camp.  Twenty two instructors from 

across the province taught and performed in Tisdale 

in 2007 and are returning for 2008. The Camp has 

daily private lessons, orchestras, ensembles and 

classes for students of all ages and levels.  Students 

can try a string instrument for the first time or can 

continue study.  Of course students can review 

skills that they studied during the last school year, 

learn new music, improve their technique, and meet 

new friends.  Why not bring repertoire that you 

would like to study to your private    First Violins - Tara Lindsay, Arborfield and Jordan Clarke, Arborfield. 

lessons.. So letôs plan now to include music in our summer. 

 

Preschool program is offered each morning.  Preschoolers have classes in music basics, dance, singing, musi-

cal theatre, crafts, plus evening concert performances and are introduced to many instruments..   

 

Students who would like to include preschool private lessons in violin, viola or cello may register for daily pri-

vate lessons. 

 

Students in the Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced programs have 

morning and afternoon classes..  These programs include a daily private lesson 

(1/2 or 1 hour lessons), master classes, ensembles, three levels of orchestra, 

recitals, concerts.  String instruction includes beginning levels up to Grade 10 

and ARCT levels.  Studentôs daily private lessons are İ hour or 1 hour de-

pending on the studentôs level.  The program also includes daily master 

classes, ensembles, three levels of orchestra plus recitals and concerts.  Prac-

tice rooms are available.  Students have a chance to try something new.  In ad-

dition to their string classes they can choose two additional daily classes in fid-

dle or another instrument or dance.  Have you ever wanted to try something 

really different?  Students have the opportunity to try out hip hop, ballroom 

dance, or bandura. 

 

 
Pre-school program - Conner Clapson, Zenon Park 

 

Introduction to String teaching ï A workshop offered during Honey Bee Music and Dance Camp for teen-

age students working at Grade 8 or more advanced levels and adults who are music teachers or are interested 

parents working with young string players.  Instruction in teaching strings to beginners and young students 

will be both theoretical and practical.  Students will have classroom training, the opportunity to observe string 


